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A story of handbells at Hursley,
Hants.

W

e are just emerging from
an interruption to ringing
that has had a large impact
on the exercise, and may prove to
have been the cause of a permanent
change to the quantity and quality of
ringing that we will be able to enjoy in
the future.
Lockdown and the ensuing caution
about infection produced a cessation
of ringing comparable in length to
the break in ringing in World War 2.
However, unlike that break, concerns
about infection and the duty to shield
the vulnerable means that a number
of ringers will not have returned to
their normal pattern of ringing, and the

long interval has undoubtedly meant
that a fair proportion of us are both
physically and mentally “rusty”.
At Hursley we indulged in quite a lot
of Zooming in lockdown. Tuesday was
quiz night, Friday was a bit of chat
then off to Ringing Room – where we
were conspicuously less able than
other bands in the area. However the
fact that you could ring two bells on
ringing room sparked an interest in
handbell ringing - which is the point of
this short article.
Hursley is very lucky to have some
experienced and established handbell
ringers in the band, so when meeting
up in gardens became possible, a
number of us were eager to get back
to ringing in the flesh with other
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future newsletters to:
comms@wpbells.org

The Tuesday afternoon handbell band
Back row l to r – Richard Thompson, Peter Hill, Christine Hill, Kate
Shaw, Maureen Hanney, Jinny Kufluk, Derek Stewart (host for the day)
Front row l to r – Caroline Fairley, Janice Higgins, Pam Thompson, Christine Saunders.
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and sometimes a lifetime of ringing
tower bells can be a bit of a handicap,
but Janice Higgins became our fifth
learner to score a quarter by ringing
the tenors to Plain Bob Major on the
6th of February.
Finally, the sixth member of the
Hursley handbell learners, Derek
Stewart, scored a quarter of Plain Bob
Minor on the 15th of February.
So what happens next?

Monty provided the occasional distraction!

people – even if it was a bit nippy to
be honest.
As we met up, more of the Hursley
ringers who had never thought
of ringing handbells expressed
an interest, and regular Tuesday
afternoon sessions were established
in late April 2021. As you may guess by
the timing the group is, how can I say
it...mature, that is retired, or working
part-time. Some of the learners had
not touched a handbell at all, although
they had got some of the skills through
Ringing Room, others had done what
a lot of us have, ringing 1-2 or 5-6 for
some Plain Hunt Minor.
Progress was variable. Some got
the hang of it quickly, backed up by
practising at home on Ringing Room
or Abel/Mabel/Mobel. Some were a lot
slower, but progress there was, even
if it tended to be two steps forward
and one back for some of the time.
It soon became obvious that just
one afternoon a week would not
be enough, so some quarter peals
were planned as the ringing became
more accurate and reliable. We were
really lucky to have some very good
conductors in the band, and Drew
Craddock, Richard Thompson and
Christine Hill came to the fore in
getting touches and quarters round.
We also had a dedicated support
crew in Jinny Kufluk and Maureen
Hanney, with Nigel Herriott managing
a few of the practices, all good ringers
who keep right even when there were
gaps to be filled.
Quarter peals were then attempted,
and usually scored at the first attempt!
Caroline Fairley was first off the mark

with a good quarter of Bob Minor on
the 28th of May last year (2021). She
quickly went on to ring two more, both
of Plain Bob Major.
Next was Kate Shaw with her first
quarter on the 24th September, trebles
to Plain Bob Minor followed by her
first on eight on the 10th December.
The third of our learners to achieve
a quarter in hand was one of our
most experienced ringers, Christine
Saunders, with a quarter of Plain Bob
Major on the 10th November. This
was quickly followed by two more
quarters, both of Bob Minor.
Pam Thompson was a bit slow to
organise her first quarter, but at one
of the Tuesday afternoon practices we
found a room for her plus Richard and
Christine Hill to ring Plain Bob Minor
on the 25th of January this year. Again
this was followed just five days later
by her first on eight.
Not all our learners found the
technique of ringing handbells easy,

I suppose the nice thing about
ringing is that there is always another
challenge to be attempted. Some of
the learners are heading towards Kent
and Oxford Treble Bob (Minor and
Major), while others are looking at the
inside pairs of Plain Bob. Conducting
is being encouraged – and hopefully
we will soon see a quarter in hand with
a first as conductor from this group of
learners. So something good definitely
came out of the lockdown for our
band. We are probably better friends,
possibly more tolerant of mistakes
and have shown that learning a new
skill is fun and rewarding.
Lastly, I will just mention the value of
Ringing Room. Leland Paul Kusmer
and Bryn Reinstadler really made this
possible. Firstly it gave all the Hursley
band a chance to ring together when
we were not allowed in the tower.
Once the handbell group started up
it was so easy for all of the learners
to practice away from the Tuesday
afternoon sessions, and without this
homework the progress we have all
made would not have been possible.
PETER HILL
Hursley

Pam, Christine and Richard after Pam’s first quarter in hand
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A Message From The Master

S

pring has arrived and the lighter
evenings seem to have brought
us, the Covid tired ringers,
out of hibernation and back into our
towers to enjoy ringing, teaching and
sharing our experiences again. The
warmer weather has allowed us to
congregate more freely in the open
air which has made district practices
and social events a little easier to
hold and enjoy, perhaps also a post
ringing pint at the local sitting in the
garden. The isolation that we have all
experienced has, however, resulted
in some ringers being reluctant to get
back to ringing so please make sure
you keep in contact with them to offer
them friendship and encouragement.
If their tower is still not ringing then
perhaps invite them along to your own
practice.

I would like to congratulate our
young ringers who came 2nd in the
SEECON competition this year, and
to wish the band entering the RWNYC
the best of luck. It is very uplifting to
see our young ringers doing so well
and as always, my thanks goes to the
parents and to those who support,
train and encourage them.
Finally, this is my last newsletter
before I step down at the AGM in June,
along with the other principal officers.
We need volunteers to come forward
to take on the officers’ roles. Without
people in these key roles the Guild
cannot operate and survive so please
consider if you could either stand or
actively talk to your band to see if
there is someone willing. You don't
have to be an experienced ringer; it's
more a job of organisation and it's a

great way to meet new people and get
involved with the Guild. There is more
information later in the newsletter.
Happy reading and ringing.
PETE JORDAN
Guild Master

Upcoming Special Occasions

W

e hear how much ringing is
missed by our communities
when towers cannot ring for
whatever reason. It would be good to
reach out again and remind folk that we
are still here for them. It would be great
to build on the wonderful recruitment
‘green shoots’ we are seeing across
the Guild this year so it is my hope to
issue another Guild Press Release in
the next few weeks.
PLEASE LET ME KNOW OF
YOUR RINGING ACTIVITIES and
ACHIEVEMENTS
for
potential
inclusion in a PRESS RELEASE!
We have some special opportunities
coming up to showcase our ringing.
If you wish to see more there is a list
here - https://cccbr.org.uk/bellringing/
things-to-ring-for/
I’m very much looking forward to
hearing your exciting ringing news.
Thank you.

18 May

St. Dunstan’s Day. Patron
Saint of Bell Ringers,
Archbishop of Canterbury 960 – 988

26 May

Ascension Day

2 - 3 June

Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday

Ringing
Roadshow!
As part of the Central Council
weekend, and open to ALL, the
Ringing-Roadshow on Sunday
4th September runs from
10.00am to 5.00pm with trade
stands, demonstrations, speaker
events and the chance to try out
mini rings and training bells. The
full programme will be published
shortly, but highlights include:
•

2 July

Ringing World National Youth Contest

28 July - 8 August

Commonwealth Games (Birmingham
UK)

9 – 18 September

Heritage Open Days
Registering available now:
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/

•
•

Wide-ranging
programme
of
talks
including
contributions from Marcus
Booth & Rebecca Meyer
(Ecclesiastical
Insurance),
Steve Farmer (Simulators),
Lesley Belcher (ART), Colin
Newman (Youth & Schools
Workgroup), Arthur Reeves
Stalls and trade stands from
ringing organisations and
trade suppliers.
Try out your striking skills on
the mini-rings

VIV NOBBS

Registration will be open soon at:

Public Relations Officer
wp.public.relations.officer@gmail.com

https://cccbr.org.uk/about/
annual-meetings/2022-meeting/
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Jubilee Ringing, Methods and CCCBR Advice

S

unday 6th February 2022
marks the 70th anniversary
of HM Queen Elizabeth II’s
accession. Churches will be holding
a special Evensong service to mark
the actual day the Queen will have
reigned for 70 years. Whilst the main
celebratory events are planned for
June, the opportunity to mark this day
with collective bellringing would be
welcomed by the Church of England.
The main Jubilee celebrations take
place over an extended Bank Holiday,
with the late May Bank Holiday being
moved to Thursday 2 June and an
additional Bank Holiday on Friday
3 June. The four-day celebrations
will feature an extensive programme
of events that showcase the best of
British ceremonial splendour and
pageantry. It was disappointing to note
that despite the relevant parties being
informed of our intentions, it was not
included in the recent announcement
of plans by the government. I shall
continue to pursue that!

Whilst the whole weekend lends
itself to plenty of celebratory ringing,
in collaboration with the Church of
England and the Royal Household,
it has been agreed that a focus for
collective bellringing should coincide
with the Service of Thanksgiving
at St Paul’s on Friday 3 June. The
timing of the Service has not yet been
confirmed but is likely to be in the
morning. As more definite information
is released, it will be shared across
the usual formats. Again, a BellBoard
event has been set up, Platinum
Jubilee Celebrations for HM Queen,
where you can record ringing over the
course of the weekend’s celebrations.

After the Bank Holiday weekend,
details of the ringing that took place
for both the Accession Day and over
the Jubilee Weekend will be collated
and presented to Her Majesty with
the grateful thanks of the bellringing
community for her unique service to
the nation and Commonwealth.

If you are looking for inspiration for
what to ring, there are plenty of options
listed in the Composition Library
such as Jubilee Court Bob Triples,
Royal Jubilee Surprise Royal, Queen
Elizabeth II Surprise Minor, Queen
Elizabeth Treble Bob Major, Platinum
Bob Triples, Platinum Surprise Major,
and many more.

Jubilee Treble Bob Minor

Jubilee Delight Minor
34X34.14X12X16X12X56-12
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VICKI CHAPMAN
Central Council of Church Bell Ringers
Public Relations Officer

Jubilee Delight Minor

Queen Elizabeth II Surprise Minor
Platinum Bob Triples
Platinum Surprise Major

Guild Officers Wanted!

W

ith the Guild AGM coming
up in June, many of of
our Principal Officers are
standing down from their posts this
year.
The following suggestions may
be helpful to members thinking of
offering themselves for election. The
descriptions are in no way exhaustive
but are intended to give a feel for
some of the offices.

All Officers
1 Put simply, Officers aim to further
the Objects and Aims of the Guild
- essentially that is to encourage
more and better ringing, good bell
maintenance and safe practice by
uniting ringers for mutual support.
2 The Guild organises meetings,
practices and events. You may well
be involved in the planning of these.
3 Good communications are always
important. Simply talking to as many
people as possible at Guild or District
events helps enormously.
4 District members may come to
you for help and advice on matters
concerning their bells and ringing
in their tower. Other Officers and
Committees are available for advice
and support.

Principal Officers:
Guild Master
The figure head of the Guild,
represents the Guild to outside
bodies and chairs Guild meetings,
The Annual General Meeting and
any extraordinary meeting that
may be called and meetings of the
Guild Executive Committee; attends
meetings of the Bell Restoration
Trustees and the District Officers'
Forum. It is desirable to attend some
meetings of the various Committees
of the Guild. This should all be done
in an efficient and friendly manner. In
co-operation with your deputy attend
the District Annual Meetings, coordinate the work of the other Officers
and make sure nothing is left undone.
In conjunction with other officers,

make policies and the day-to-day
decisions for the Guild.
You are one of the Trustees of the
Bell Restoration Fund, a Registered
Charity.

W&P Guild
AGM 2022

Guild Vice-Master
To support the Master in the above
duties and deputise as required.

Treasurer
To receive and account for all monies
paid to the Guild and make payments
as may be required and authorised.
To keep accurate records, and draw
up annual accounts.
You are one of the Trustees of the
Bell Restoration Fund and would be
expected to be the Treasurer of the
fund, keeping necessary records and
preparing and submitting accounts as
required of a Registered Charity.
You will chair the meetings of the
Trustees.

Secretary
As Secretary you are the focal point
for communication. You receive
letters, emails, reports and telephone
calls and disseminate information
to the appropriate people as quickly
and effectively as possible. You book
halls for the Executive Meetings and
District Officers Forum and work
with the district that hosts the AGM.
each year, deal with the sales of
membership certificates and Guild
badges and organise reprints and reorders when necessary. You prepare
agendas for meetings, calling in
reports, budget bids, and papers for
discussion from the other officers and
committee conveners. In conjunction
with other officers make policy and
the day-to-day decisions for the Guild.
You are one of the Trustees of the
Bell Restoration Fund and will act as
its secretary.
To express your interest, please email
the Master directly at:
petejordan.wp@talktalk.net
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Saturday
11th June

The Winchester & Portsmouth
Diocesan Guild AGM 2022 will
be held in St. Lawrence's Church
Hall, Alton, on Saturday 11th June
at 4.15 p.m.
This will be preceded by the InterDistrict 8-bell Striking Competition
at West Meon in the morning and
a service at Holybourne at 3 p.m.
(details to follow).
The agenda, minutes of the
last meeting, and officer and
committee reports for 2021 are
available at http://www.methods.
org.uk/files/220611.bulk.pdf
and will be kept up-to-date with
any additional agenda items or
supporting papers.
Web versions of the papers are
at
http://www.methods.org.uk/
wparch/agm2022a.htm and will
also be kept up-to-date.
If anyone has apologies for
absence, items of Any other
business, or comments or
questions on any Agenda item,
please send them to Tony Smith
in advance so that the meeting
can run as smoothly as possible.

Guild Plain Hunt Course

O

n 5th February we attended
the Guild ‘Plain Hunt on 5’
course in Bishops Waltham.
This was the first education event the
Guild had run since the pandemic.
We had started ringing in the summer
of 2019 and hadn’t attended one of
these courses before, so we were
unsure what to expect.
We needn’t have worried! On arrival
at the village hall there was time for
a mug of tea and chat before sitting
down for a presentation on Plain
Hunt from Andy Ingram, covering the
basics and pointers to improve our
method ringing.
We were then split into groups of
five learners with five experts and
assigned two church towers to ring
at, one in the morning and one in the
afternoon with a stop for a pub lunch
in between.
Having five experts allowed each
learner to focus on individual areas
for their own improvement. Overall it
was a really fun and helpful day. We

Helpers
Wanted!
The Education Committee is
looking for volunteers to assist in
the next two Guild Training Days:
Saturday 8th October
Plain Hunt
Saturday 12th November
Grandsire Doubles
If you are available on either of
these dates and can ring the
specified methods confidently to
touches, please let Sally Ingram
know!
Please note, at this point, this
is not an invitation for students
to apply for the course. Further
details for applicants will be
published later this year.

got to meet new ringers in the Guild,
ring in different towers, got a lot out of
the day and left feeling more confident
with ringing Plain Hunt.
Thanks to all the organisers and
helpers…..the day ran so smoothly
and involved so many towers! We

T

would recommend anyone new to
method ringing to attend a future
course.
ALICE & LAUREN KIDD
Petersfield

Food For Thought

he Alton & Petersfield District
decided to ring the changes
on one of its usual A.D.M.
activities, and give something back
to the community in which they live.
So instead of the usual raffle, District
members were invited to bring items
along to donate to the Petersfield
Food Bank. In this current financial
climate, the services of local Food
Banks are being stretched to the limit
and in desperate need of supplies to
distribute to people struggling in the
local area. Collections were made at
A&P Towers in the week running up to
the ADM, and as ringers gathered for
the ADM Tea, the table of donations
became stacked with items!
Highlighting the importance of
donations, Ms Elaine Knox, Chair
of the Trustees, gave a talk on the
work of the Food Bank in Petersfield,
explaining
how
items
were
distributed, how the Food Bank was
accessed by those in need, and the
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desperate plight of those that were
beneficiaries. Elaine was thrilled to
be presented with the collected items
by District Chairman, Simon Poyser
and members of the Petersfield band,
along with a further donation of £102
raised from the delicious Ringer’s Tea
that was generously provided by the
members of Petersfield Tower, and
sincerely thanked all those that had
contributed.
RACHAEL BARBER

https://pactfoodbank.org.uk/

Ding Dong the Bells are Gonna Chime... Again!
Extract from
Magazine.

the

Liss

Parish

I

t’s thrilling to report that, after a gap
of 2½ years, the bells of St Mary's
Liss were rung again by a local band
of bellringers on Friday 21st January!
This is the culmination of some brilliant
determination and enthusiasm by
new recruits Felicity, Rona, Ian and
Louise to learn how to ring the bells
in just a few months. Major work on
the tower, followed by the pandemic
lead to a pause in ringing, preventing
any new ringers from being taught.
So, after an appeal in Autumn 2021,
the new recruits started their journey
learning this fascinating and ancient
skill! They were able to join existing
ringers Joy, Michaela and Christine
to ring the 8 bells, along with expert
assistance from Catherine, Simon,
Roger and 11yr old Ellen and 14yr
old William. The news was warmly
received by villagers who, despite the
cold evening, opened windows and
doors to listen to the bells ringing!
Here are some of the comments the
ringers were delighted to receive:
"I heard this tonight and loved it!"
"Well done, lovely to hear and my
boys both commented “are the
bells ringing again, so cool” ”
"It was such a delight to hear the bells
again tonight. My grandchildren are
visiting so we explained about bellringing and they couldn't believe

The First Practice Night! (l-r, standing) Rona Mitchell, Simon Longlands, Felicity Elmer,
Ian Mitchell, Joy Martin, Catherine Piper, Christine Greaves, Michaela Surtees, Louise
Pearce, Roger Barber. (l-r, front) William Barber, Ellen Barber.

human beings were creating those
beautiful sounds! Well done, guys!"
"Very interested in joining in, if you
need a new recruit"
"The revival of a centuries-old local
tradition after an enforced break.
Welcome back, and thank you all."
Liss St Mary's has a very fine
ring of 8 bells cast in the famous
Whitechapel Bell Foundry in London.
The complete set of bells were cast
in 1937 by the bell founders, Mears
& Stainbank, who were operating
from the Whitechapel foundry from
1865 until 1968. The heaviest bell
in St Mary’s tower is the Tenor bell,

which weighs around 12cwt (630kg)
and strikes in the note F♯. Despite
being heavy, the mechanism allows
it to be rung without the need to be
strong, and it was rung several times
during the evening by the youngest
ringer present! In the belfry, the bells
are swung through 360°, first one way
and then the other, controlled by a
rope in the ringing room below. This is
known as the English-style of Church
Bellringing, very different from how
bells are rung in most other parts of
the world. The unique style developed
in 17th century England when church
bells first began to be attached to a
wheel. With each bell turning in a full
circle, the bellringer is able to control
the swing, so that a set of bells can
be rung together in a continuously
changing pattern – giving church bells
their quintessential English sound.
Many congratulations to the Liss
ringers for their wonderful efforts to
ensure the bells sound out once again
over the village!
Postscript: And on Easter Sunday,
St Mary's bells rang out for a Sunday
Service for the first time in 3yrs! The
bells were rung by the local band
(plus helper Jess!), who have been
training so hard over the last few
months to achieve this. And even
though nervous, they all did brilliantly
– well done!

Some of the Easter Sunday band (l-r) Rona Mitchell, Michaela Surtees, Kathy Bray,
David Self, Felicity Elmer, Simon Longlands, Jess Hornsby, Ian Mitchell.
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C&S District's Hartless Shield

O

n Saturday 23 April, the
Christchurch & Southampton
District held their ‘Annual’ Call
Change competition, also known as
the “Hartless Shield’. This was the
first time the competition has been
held since 2019 due to the pandemic.
The Hartless Shield was originally
created to give the less experienced
members of Sunday service bands
to compete against other bands. For
several ringers who took part this was
their first competition.
The competition was held at Sopley,
which has an excellent 7cwt ring of
six rung from the ground floor. The
bells are easy to handle and ideal for
any striking competition - especially
suitable for relatively novice bands.
There was an hour’s general ringing
practice before the competition which
gave those who hadn’t rung there
before time to familiarise themselves
with the bells. Four teams entered
representing bands from Christchurch,
Eling, Hinton Admiral and Sopley.
The competition was judged by Steve
Castle. Steve found the standard
of ringing to be generally good and

remarked that the standard was better
than he remembered at competitions
in his early days of ringing in the
1970s!

at short notice, and also to Sopley
ringers who hosted this event and
kept us refreshed with tea and biscuits
all afternoon!

The winning band was Hinton Admiral
with 49 faults, with Eling runners up
with 53 faults. Special thanks to Steve
Castle for judging the competition

STEVE HOUGH
C&S District Ringing Master

IoW District's Don Exell Competition

T

he Don Exell 8 bell competition
was held at Brighstone today, on
a warm sunny afternoon. Three
teams entered and Brighstone's
call change team were the winners.
The far left picture shows Heather
and Leigh, both first time striking
competitors, receiving the trophy with
the judge, Steve Castle, standing by.
Also pictured to the right are Rodney
and Barry with Steve receiving his
bottle of Prosecco!
Well done Brighstone - and thanks
for the tea and cakes!
MARY TESTER
Isle of Wight District
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New Year, but not a New Ringer!
The story of a recruitment drive that
gave four people the opportunity to
ring again.

W

hen faced with the prospect
of recruiting new ringers
for your tower, where do
you start? For many Towers, finding
people interested in learning to ring
can be an uphill battle….and that’s
even before the training process
starts. Emerging from the lockdown
last September, Selborne Tower
took a unique approach to attracting
new ringers…..and with a surprising
outcome!
When first noticing that Christmas
Day fell on a Saturday, I also noted
that an entire 5-day week existed
between Christmas and the New Year.
I had been pondering about trying an
“intensive” training Course during the
school holidays, in the hope that some
younger ringers might be found…..
and these five days in the run up to
New Year, when the weather might
be wet or cold and with few other
competing activities on offer, seemed
to be the perfect opportunity. So,
we planned a “Ring in the New Year
Training Course”. Five consecutive
mornings of training on silent bells
(the clapper tied, to prevent the bell
from sounding), with the culmination
being the new recruits hearing their
loud, un-tied bells for the first time as
they rang to welcome the New Year
just before midnight on New Year’s
Eve!
The Course was well advertised……
village Facebook Groups, Parish
Magazines, Nextdoor Community
Webgroups,
local
Newspapers,
posters on village notice boards,
and at prominent gateways on
walking routes within the village.
Extra ringing teachers were drafted
in to provide 1:1 tuition for the
students. Tea/coffee/biscuits were
purchased ready for those welcome
coffee breaks to take stock, chat and
answer questions. Supplies of “One
Per Learner” Sherbourne Teaching
books were sourced, ready for each
student to have their own copy. The
church heating timings were adjusted
to make sure everyone would be
warm enough. Application forms were
sent out, landing with a thud on the

doormat amongst Christmas cards as
the postman delivered. All eight bells
had their clappers immobilised by old
bicycle inner-tubes stretched over the
clapper and hitched up to the nut on
the top of the headstock. Sadly, as
cases of the Omicron Covid-variant
increased in the run up to Christmas,
a number of applicants pulled out. But
on reflection, we ended up with a very
manageable group of four students,
as we began the Course on Monday
27th December. After 5 mornings of
intensive 1:1 tuition, all four Students
were handling alone. With all eight
bells tied, we were able to spend the
last session ringing silent rounds,
getting the students ready for their
very public ‘first performance’! Family
and friends were invited, and everyone
gathered in the church to watch, as
the new recruits were joined by a
supporting crowd of District ringers to
successfully ring the bells as the clock
ticked unstoppably towards the New
Year!
So, what was the surprising outcome?
Firstly, that none of the students were
children….despite targeting them
somewhat in the advertisements.
Secondly, only one of the four
students has joined Selborne! I’m
glad to say that all four students
continue to ring, but three continue to
ring at different nearby towers in the
villages where they live. This Course
became a fantastic collaboration
between several District towers, with
the considerable benefit that the new
ringers ring at two or three towers,
and not exclusively at their ‘Home’
tower. And thirdly, the most surprising
thing for me was that in advertising
the Course we not only attracted
‘brand-new’ ringers, but also attracted
several ‘Returning’ ringers who,
although they did not take part in the
Course, have come back to ringing
and become valuable members at
Selborne and Newton Valence.
And in essence, our recent experience
of welcoming people back into
ringing, was what initially prompted
me to write this article. The value
of a returning ringer is threefold…..
firstly, they understand what they are
getting themselves into, the levels of
commitment, and what it generally
involves. Secondly, they can largely
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remember how to ring, and getting
them back to the stage where they
can ring unaided is so much quicker
than teaching a brand-new recruit.
This is particularly helpful in the
current Covid climate, where standing
opposite someone in close proximity
to teach is more difficult, and at Towers
where there are less-experienced or
less-confident teachers. Thirdly, and
most importantly, the returning ringer
ENJOYED bellringing, enough to want
to do it again! It’s been a particular
pleasure for us at Selborne, that our
returning ringers are having such a
wonderful time discovering bellringing
again! I asked four of the returning
ringers who now regularly ring at
Selborne, to write a little about their
experiences of returning to ringing,
and would encourage any Towers
in the Guild that need to recruit, to
consider specifically advertising for
people who rang before, even if this
was many years ago.
If you are interested in running your
own Intensive Training Course (New
Year or otherwise), I would be glad
to share our experiences, including
the advertising material (Parish Mag
articles, Facebook posts etc) for you
to adapt. I also include the follow up
report for Selborne Parish Magazine
below, as we are fortunate to have
a delightful history to the bells at
Selborne, that I hope you will enjoy!

RACHAEL BARBER
Selborne

learning and participating, and getting
to know my local tower in Newton
Valence (once the new bells are
hung).
On a personal note, I’d like to say a big
thank you to my teachers, because
without their commitment none of this
would have happened!

trying out new bells and meeting new
people.
Returning to Bell Ringing in my
"dotage" has been nothing but a
fantastic experience….I have new
friends, I'm going out at least once
a week now and love spending time
with fellow ringers, and felt huge pride
when Selborne asked ME to join them
to ring for the Church Sunday service!
So, I thoroughly recommend you
return to ringing the bells, or just
come along to gain the knowledge
to achieve the most beautiful sound
(most of the time, we hope) from your
local church bells.
I have a lot to thank my local Tower
for, I smile all the time I'm at practice
sessions and so enjoy my new friends
and look forward to meeting many
more at yet unvisited towers!

Carl
My foray into the world of
campanology began as a child where
I grew up in the Midlands (Nuneaton
to be precise). At the tender age of
11, I began not only to learn the skills
and art of ringing but also singing…..
not sure if I was good at either, but
nonetheless persevered until other
interests took over. Fast forward
nearly 50 years later, I find myself
attending a wedding in East Tisted
with my partner Meg, unbeknown
to me the church had 3 bells which
were being rung beautifully by ringers
Rachael, Nick and Julia.
I made a comment on the way in,
about having done some bell ringing
in the past…..not realising what I had
done!! After the ceremony I remember
Rachael coming over and inquiring
if I would be interested in joining a
practice night at Hawkley. Meg also
agreed, and so we embarked on that
journey together, not knowing how we
would get on.
Months later and I’m still enjoying
being part of this unique club that
few people are aware of, and even
fewer understand. There are many
elements I enjoy, meeting new and
old members, both young and old,
listening to changes whenever I hear
them and knowing what is taking
place to make that sound. But I do
enjoy being afforded the opportunity
to ring in some interesting towers, be
it a local church or a cathedral, and
that makes it worthwhile.
I’m looking forward to many years of

Cindy
The rough times we all went through
during Lockdown left me feeling lonely
and unenthusiastic about life, sadly
like many of us. So, when reading our
parish magazine and coming across
an article looking for new ringers for
Selborne Tower, got me thinking...
Just over 49 years ago I was a junior
ringer from age 8 to about 13 for
Bentworth Tower. I loved it then and
just seeing the parish magazine article
bought lovely memories flooding back.
Well, I gave Rachael a call and went
along to have another bash at it…..
what can I say, it wasn't like riding a
bike……not that I've given that adage
a test run for 49 years either! It didn't
come flooding back, and having 2
stupid fingers on one hand that won't
open up or do as requested, I did
wonder if I would be able to manage to
ring. But with the help of my teachers
at Selborne and other Towers, we
have managed to adapt my ringing
style (I use the word "style" loosely!)
to overcome the issue! I absolutely
love it, I regularly visit other Towers
for training sessions, and I go along
to any District meetings I can, loving
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Lizzie
I started learning to ring in the Autumn
of 2007 in a rural parish at the eastern
end of the Diocese of Chichester. The
tower where I started learning has 5
bells, with the Tenor weighing 9cwt. I
started learning to ring with 4 others,
and our teacher was the kindest, most
patient man one could wish for as a
tutor. Our Band rang every week at
our home tower, at a neighbouring
parish tower (Tenor 14cwt, with a
very ‘flighty’ treble) and on the 1st &
3rd Sundays we also rang at a 6-bell
tower (Tenor 7cwt). Of course, it was
some months before the four of us

progressed to ringing with the Band
for these services, and for Weddings
& Funerals.
Initially we were taught to ‘master’
Handstroke, Backstroke, setting the
bell, holding the bell on balance, and to
ring the bells up & down (it took some
time!). We learnt to ring rounds, trying
vainly to listen to our individual bells
striking and maintain a good rhythm
(needless to say a task that continues
to this day!). Once we progressed
this far, we moved on to call changes
(which in our tower changes were
called “down”). Our Band was small,
and only occasionally did we have
another bell ringer attend our practice
night. We didn’t attend many District
Meetings/Practices. We did share
great camaraderie, and our postpractice pub visits were always great
fun! I loved the sound of ringing with
half-muffles, felt privileged to do so
my first time, and continue to find the
sound one of the most moving. Of the
highlights of my time ringing in Sussex
was a bellringer’s day out, ringing at
some towers of the Medieval Churches
of Romney Marsh. I continued to ring
with this Band till 2013, when I moved
to Hampshire. During my time ringing
in Sussex, I was elected a Member
of The Sussex County Association of
Change Ringers.
After moving to Hampshire, I attended
a couple of practice sessions at
Bentworth and Selborne, but due to
the role I was fulfilling at the time,
was unable to continue ringing due
to time constraints. Last December,
I saw a post that Simon Poyser,
the District Chairman, had posted
on Nextdoor looking to recruit bell
ringers. I contacted Simon who
pointed me in Selborne’s direction,
and was kindly invited by Rachael to
a tied bell session that was being held
at Hawkley by her and Roger Barber
that same evening.
A new beginning for me, so exciting,
so very much to learn; absolutely
terrifying to begin with!
Call change bells called “up” , Method
Ringing (what’s that?!), lots of new
faces (not used to that!), District
training sessions! I am so glad I got in
touch, and I cannot thank the Selborne
Band enough, along with Roger and
all those experienced ringers and
new learners I have met since coming

back. Everyone has been unfailingly
helpful, kind & what seemed terrifying
at first has become an absolute joy,
with the ‘odd bit’ of terror thrown in !
Thank you everyone, please continue
to help me!

Mary’s tower! Returning to ringing
was to some extent like riding a bike,
in that the ‘muscle memory’ was still
there. The downside is that it feels a
bit alarming, and I am very anxious
not to drop the sally or break a stay.
My teacher is an amazing mentor
though, and calms my nerves! The
high point for me has been ringing call
changes, and usually knowing which
bell to ring over when another takes
my place, and my latest triumph was
ringing plain hunt (another exploration
into the workings of distant memory!).
And of course, the best thing of all
is being amongst kind, encouraging
and enthusiastic people, all working
together to get better at ringing, and to
keep this old tradition and skill alive!

Ringing the Changes for the
New Year at Selborne!
(extract from Selborne Parish
Magazine)

Emma
My ringing journey began long ago,
when I ventured up the tower of All
Saints, Steep, with my father Andrew
Routh, who taught ringing alongside
Miss C.C. Roberts, the Tower Captain.
Other teenagers from my school were
also learning, so it was a fun, sociable
activity. My brother Hugh also rang,
and encouraged me to keep going,
as I learnt to ‘treble bob’ and was thus
very useful to a band of friends from
the tower who were learning Surprise
Minor methods. We would visit other
towers in the area and attempted
many quarter peals, a few of which
we got!
These halcyon days passed, though,
and I stopped ringing when I left home
for University. Somehow Canterbury
Cathedral seemed a daunting place
to try my hand, and that was that!
Moving on about forty years, and
in November last year I moved to
Selborne. My brother, (who has
remained a lifelong ringer, clocking up
many a peal), told me that Selborne
Tower was offering ringing lessons
between Christmas and New Year,
with the aim of ringing in the New
Year! I decided to be brave and have
a go, and now I am a member of St
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Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky,
The flying cloud, the frosty light:
The year is dying in the night;
Ring out, wild bells, and let him die.
Ring out the old, ring in the new,
Ring, happy bells, across the snow:
The year is going, let him go.
(extract from
“In Memoriam [Ring Out, Wild Bells]”
by Alfred Lord Tennyson)
The turkey and Christmas pudding
leftovers were barely consumed, when
a group of enthusiastic bellringing
teachers and students gathered in
the Church at St Mary’s Selborne
on Monday 27th December! The
four slightly excited, slightly nervous
students were warmly welcomed by
existing bellringers Rachael, Roger,
Chas, Elaine, Judy and Andy. Over
the course of the next five days, the
students were put through their paces
learning the fascinating art of how to
ring the bells. Under the expert eye
of their instructors, each were taught
how to pull the rope to control the
bell, swinging it 360 degrees in the
belfry..…first one way, and then the
other. This is known as the Englishstyle of Church Bellringing, very
different from how bells are rung in
most other parts of the world. The
unique style developed in 16th century

England when church bells first began
to be attached to a wheel, allowing
them to be swung in a full circle using
a rope pulled from the ringing room
below. This arrangement allowed
bellringers to control the swing of
their bell, so that a set of bells could
be rung together in a continuously
changing pattern – giving church bells
their quintessential English sound.
The bells at St Mary's have been
ringing like this since the 1700’s.
Gilbert
White
describes
the
augmentation of the bells in his book
“The Natural History and Antiquities of
Selborne”:
“The old bells, three in number, loud
and out of tune, were taken down in
1735, and cast into four; to which Sir
Simeon Stuart, the grandfather of the
present baronet, added a fifth at his
own expense: and, bestowing it in the
name of his favourite daughter, Mrs.
Mary Stuart, caused it to be cast with
the following motto round it:
“Clara puella dedit, dixitque mihi esto
Maria: Illius et laudes nomen ad astra
sono”**
The day of the arrival of this tunable
peal was observed as an high festival
by the village, and rendered more
joyous, by an order from the donor,
that the treble bell should be fixed
bottom upward in the ground and
filled with punch, of which all present
were permitted to partake”

Tutors and Students from the “Ring in the New Year” Training Course (l to r): Rachael
Barber, Simon Lewis, Louise Pearce, Chas Seamons, Judy Sparling, Teresa Debski,
Susanne Gamm, Andy Sparling, Roger Barber.

** (Translation: The bright girl gave it,
and said to me, "Be Mary, praise her
and sing her name to the stars").
The church bells at Selborne have
been rung at midnight on 31st
December for centuries. Often the
bells would be rung half-muffled
before midnight in sadness for the
passing of the old year, then following
the tolling of the Tenor Bell for 12
strokes at midnight, the bells ring out
in unmuffled celebration.
And so, in 2021, some 286 years later,
these four new ringers took their first
steps in learning to handle the bells
as they have been rung since Gilbert
White’s time. The intensive training
course gave them the skills to be able
to handle their bell ready for ringing in
the New Year, after just five days! What
a tremendous achievement! Joined by
around 20 experienced ringers from
the local area, and watched by their
family and friends, Simon, Louise,
Susanna and Teresa took their place
in the circle of ringers and joyously
rang the bells to welcome the New
Year. Congratulations to all involved,
for a wonderful start to 2022!
RACHAEL BARBER
Selborne
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Selborne at Midnight on New Year’s Eve

Tinsel-topped sallies at Selborne

Progress at Ropley

I

n June 2014, St Peter’s
was
destroyed by fire, leaving only the
four main walls and tower standing,
although this was badly damaged. St
Peter’s was insured for £2.8m, and
this would have been sufficient to
build a new church, but to restore a
historic building is always going to be
more expensive. When the rebuilding
contract was let in spring 2019 the
cost was estimated at about £4.25m,
and at that stage £800k of the shortfall
had been raised, so items such as the
provision of chairs for the nave and
the installation of the bells was put on
hold for the time being.
Although the bottom half of the tower
is of masonry, it is not load bearing
and, like a number of other Hampshire
towers, the timber bellframe extended
down to ground level. After the bells
were removed and put into storage,
the structural engineer advised that if
they were to be rehung in the tower
it would need to be strengthened.
Otherwise it would sway too much for
the bells to be rung. The strengthening
of the tower required a very stiff
steel ‘oil rig’ structure to be threaded
between the timbers.

The parish did consider hanging
the bells dead, or selling them and
installing a very light ring, but took
the brave decision to install their
original bells for full circle ringing.
However, the independent Quantity
Surveyor has advised that this
decision added about £245k to the
cost of the project. It was necessary
to install the steel structure and the
associated foundations etc during the
main rebuilding contract, and this has
now been installed ready for the bells
to return.
Then Covid intervened and this has
delayed the works by many months,
and labour and materials shortages
have also added to the cost. We
were hopeful that the work would be
complete by Christmas 2021, but this
passed; then Easter 2022, but this
passed too. However, we are now
very near to completion, with the new
floor finally being laid at the end of
March. It is hoped that the building
will be handed over at the end of May,
although there will be no chairs (they
were omitted in 2019). Because of
rising costs, the parish has needed to
borrow £200k from the Diocese (plus

interest) to complete the current work.
Had the bells been sold or hung dead,
this loan would probably have not
been necessary.
Even when the money to repay the
loan has been found, there will be a
further £80k needed to complete the
installation of the bells. So far a donor
has come forward to recast the fifth
and another donor has offered to pay
the cost of welding the third. To avoid
these costs increasing in the current
inflationary times, an order has been
placed for this part of the work to go
ahead, The Guild Executive in March
also awarded an interim grant of £10k
towards the bells, pending a site visit
by the BRF Trustees. Therefore, the
intention is that this will take place in
time for the project to be discussed at
the Guild AGM at Alton in June.
It has cost £29k to remove the bells
and store and insure the bells to date,
plus the other £245k of bellhangers
and associated fabric works to enable
the bells to be restored for full circle
ringing. Total £274k.
ROGER BOOTH
New Alresford

The new floor is laid - 29th March 2022. The base of the timber tower is visible in the bottom left.
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The World's Lightest 10 Arrive In Portsmouth!

he Midways Campanile in
Stubbington have existed in
several guises over the past
22 years. In their very earliest days
in 2000 just one ceramic flower pot
was hung in a metal hose reel with a
wheel rim made of cardboard. Later
more flower pots were similarly hung
culminating in a ring of 5. They were

challenging for some, but seasoned
professionals rang them with ease.
In 2004, with the kind help of Steve
Hough, a ring of 8 consisting a
mixture of handbells and servant bells
were installed on the old fittings from
the Jack and Jill House Campanile in
Gosport. The new bells were far easier
to ring and several peals and quarter
peals were rung in the following years.
In 2006, again with Steve's help, the
bells were augmented to 10 with a
tenor of just 11 3/4 ounces.
In December 2021, the bells rang for
the final time in Stubbington ahead
of the move to their new home in
Portsmouth. All 10 bells and their
fittings were transported in the boot of
a Fiat 500!

The new tower for
The Midways Campanile

In January 2022, bell hanging began
in earnest and the opportunity has
been taken to upgrade many of the
old and tired fittings with new ones
to improve the handling of the bells.
Work was heavily restricted by the
lack of daylight hours in the winter

but as of the time of writing, the bells
are fully ringable and Portsmouth
is now home to the world's lightest
(traditionally hung!) ring of more than
8 bells.
Whilst ringable, there are still lots of
finishing touches to be completed
to both the bells, tower and ringing
chamber. A more detailed report will be
provided in the next Guild Newsletter
in the autumn by which time, the bells
will be hopefully available for visiting
bands.
BENJAMIN CAREY
Portsmouth Cathedral

Holy Week "Tied-Bell" Training in the A&P District

H

oly Week is a peculiar time
for bellringers… with Easter
approaching, there’s need to
be at our best for one of the most
important dates in the Church’s
calendar, but with the ringing of joyfulsounding church bells traditionally
frowned upon in the solemn days
between Palm Sunday and Easter
Sunday most Practice Nights are
cancelled.
Taking the opportunity of the
temporary pause in normal weekly

Hawkley bells tied with old bicycle innertubes

ringing, District Ringing Master Roger
Barber arranged three evenings
of “tied-bell” training sessions at
Hawkley. The aim of the sessions was
to improve bell handling skills (how
do I get my hand on the tail end after
I pull on the sally?!), learn to ring up
and down individually, and even take
the first steps in ringing up and down
in peal! The sessions were aimed at
ringers at any level of experience, who
wanted help with a particular handling
issue or to learn a new handling skill.
All 8 bells at Hawkley were silenced
for the sessions, with their clappers
immobilised in the centre so that it
could not swing to strike the bell.
On each evening, the 8-10 students
were given 1:1 instruction by a team
of 8 ringers with expertise in solving
handling issues and teaching. Then
all 8 bells were rung in silent rounds,
with Roger frequently calling “Stand”
to challenge the ringers to set their
bells in unison, both at handstrokes
and backstrokes, whilst keeping their
place in the sequence – sometimes
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after just one pull, the ultimate test of
bell control!!
The smiles said it all…..the delight
for some that they had finally been
able to catch their sally without their
tail end in their fingers, or the sense
of achievement that they felt being
now able to ring a bell up or down,
proved the success of each evening!
Individuals made great personal leaps
in their ringing abilities, and returned
to their towers a more useful, skilful
and confident member of the band.
Roger would like to thank a number
of ringers who made these sessions
possible: Jack & Anita Regin, Jess
Hornsby, Nick James, Julia Brunt,
Dave & Di Hart and David Cooper.
Also, to the Revd Peter Sutton and
Ss Peter & Paul Church at Hawkley
for their generous permission to run
these sessions.
RACHAEL BARBER

S

The Portsmouth District Outing

ix towers were visited on Bank
Holiday Monday, all of which
had really beautiful sounding
bells. As a learner and my first outing
this was a really helpful experience to
ring with experienced ringers and to
learn to ring on different types of bells.
Ringing was varied with different
methods such as Grandshire, St
Simon's, Plain Bob and a great
chance to learn Call Changes for us
newbies.
Lindfield was the first tower of the day.
Eight bells that were wonderful to ring
and we had been informed that these
were all cast by Westley. There was
also a live feed of the bells that we
could see while ringing.

said Catch the Weasel. When the bells
were rung down I then learned what
this meant and found it wonderful to
hear.

Fourth tower after lunch was an eight
bell tower in Henfield. This had steep
spiral steps and a beautiful ringing
chamber. The bells were nice to ring
and sounded quiet in the room, but
were louder outside.

Storrington, 6 bells, 9-1-7

A fun day spent with new ringers and
a chance to chat with people you
normally meet once a week.
Lastly, I would like to say a massive
thank you to all the towers for letting
us ring, especially a learner who is still
trying to find the right amount of pull
to put in. Another massive thank you
to David Mattingley for organising and
running the day.

Henfield, 8 bells, 16-2-7

The penultimate tower was West
Grinstead. This church was undergoing
renovation which was almost finished.
The ringing chamber was ground floor
and had a long draught. Thank you
to this tower as tea and coffee and
cake were provided. As a learner from
Portsmouth Cathedral this was testing
my form. With help from my teacher
who was ready to support me

Burgess Hill, 8 bells, 14-2-26

Twineham was third stop of the day.
It was a traditional church with the
ringers visible from above. After you
climb up a ladder and go through a
trapdoor you find the ringing room.
There was an interesting sign that

Storrington the last tower of the day.
We ended on a ground floor ring that
the congregation would be able to
see. This also had a long draught but
with a rope guide.

Twineham, 5 bells, 6-3-22

Lindfield, 6 bells, 9-2-15

Burgess Hill was the next stop. There
was a small ringing room which did
mean we had to wait downstairs until
we were called. This had a spiral
staircase that leads into the ringing
chamber. These were also nice to ring
but we did learn that one bell was odd
struck.

we managed to ring Rounds and Call
Changes before I hid myself with tea
and cake.

West Grinstead, 6 bells, 8cwt
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LAURA COLE
Portsmouth Cathedral

Newton Valence - An Update
Further to the article in the last
Guild Newsletter, progress on
the Newton Valence project is as
follows.
As of 30th March

T

he bells were sent straight to
Matthew Higby's workshop
when they were removed from
the tower last year. However, the
tuning work was not completed until
the second week of January this year.
The six bells (comprising the heaviest
four of the original five bells, plus
two second hand bells generously
donated to Newton Valence by the
Keltek Trust) sound very well together,
and promise to be a very good six
once installed.
Having
obtained
the
finished
diameters of the bells, I was able to
work out the dimensions for the new
steel frame. Although space is tight
within the tower, I was able to obtain a
gap between the walls and the frame
of between 2 1/2 and 3 inches, just
enough to get your hand between
the wall and the frame to put washers
and nuts onto the bolts, saving a lot of
trouble that occurs when space is so
tight that you have to weld nuts onto
the beams, which then get full of zinc
when the beams are galvanised, and
require re tapping! The frame took
about ten days to build, with myself
and Isaac O'shea working on it. We
also constructed the new floor, which
is laid in the base of the frame. A
gantry frame is included above the pit
for the 2nd bell, which will carry the
old treble, which is being retained for
use as a service bell, with a "trigger

action" type clapper.
I have the ball bearing units, the stays,
sliders and slider runners here in my
workshop.
The wheels for the six bells are
being made by Atkinson and Sons,
of Masham, North Yorkshire, and are
going to be ready for collection at
Easter. Although I could have done
with having them in my possession
a lot sooner, the quality of their work
is outstanding, and they will be well
worth the wait! Once I have them
here, I will make the wheel braces,
and also give the wheels a good coat
of wood preservative.
The clappers have been machined,
drilled and bushed, and making the
crown staple assemblies is the next
job to do in my workshop.

and fittings will be dismantled, the
frame and pulley brackets will go for
galvanising, and the headstocks will
be going for hot zinc metal spraying
and powder coating. The headstocks
will then be reunited with the bells,
and will be ready for collection from
Matthew's works. The frame will
hopefully be delivered directly to
the church by the galvanisers, and
installation can then begin.
With so many factors beyond my
control, it is difficult to give an exact
date for when the bells will be installed,
but if the wheels turn up during the
week after Easter, we should be
looking at the middle of May for when
the six bells ring out for the first time.
As of 3rd May
The steelwork is on pallets, ready for
the galvanisers lorry and much of the
rest of the kit is awaiting the arrival
of Roger Barber and Jack Regin in
Roger's van, who will be taking it to
Newton Valence church in readiness
for installation, which starts on
Monday 16th.
The clappers and staples, and pulley
and slider pivot brackets will be
painted on the Isle of Wight by me.

The two older bells in the ring (no's 2
and 3 of the old five, now no's 3 and
4 of the new six) will be fitted with
canon retaining headstocks. I spent
two weeks at Matthew Higby and
Co, building a total of eight of these
type of headstocks, two for Newton
Valence, and the rest for a church in
Wiltshire, South Wraxall, a job that
Matthew is working on. The remaining
headstocks are the much simpler
"hollow section" design, which I have
built here in my workshop. They will be
going to Matthew's works to be fitted
to their respective bells, along with the
two canon retaining headstocks, then
all six headstocks will be brought back
to my workshop, and will be fitted into
the frame in readiness for the wheels
and stays, together with the sliders
and slider runners to be fitted. Then
the pulley brackets will be made, and
the pulleys fitted into place. Isaac is
returning to help with all this fitting
up and, once it is finished, the frame
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Isaac is just finishing off the packers
that go between the pre-existing
corner beams in the tower and the
new grillage which will be bolted down
to the pre-existing sub structure.
MARTIN HOUGH
Newport and Carisbrooke

Poetry Corner
FRIGHTENED RABBIT SYNDROME
Have you ever seen a rabbit
In the headlights of your car,
Just standing there quite terrified
With its eyes quite circular ??
Well !! That is the expression that’s
Adopted it has been
By bell-ringers learning methods
Who are new to the scene…
They’re trying to “count their places”,
They’re trying out “rope-sight” too,
And, when they’ve lost just where
they are,
They don’t know what to do…

Watercolour Day

A

&P District Chairman, Simon
Poyser, has arranged a very
special day of instruction on
Watercolour painting, to be held at
the picturesque church of St Nicholas,
Chawton on Saturday 25th June!
This relaxed and friendly morning
and afternoon will be run by local
artist Philip Webb, who will guide
and instruct you on how to paint the
church and tower in watercolours.
No previous experience necessary come and try your hand at something
new, and create your very own

‘Cos that means that they’ve failed
again,
They have not passed the test,
That they’ll be reduced to ringing
“Rounds” and “Call Changes” at best
!!
ROB BURY
Sacred Heart, Bournemouth

Poetry Needed!
We are always looking for more
content for our Poetry Corner.
Feel free to submit your musings
to comms@wpbells.org

Open to all District & Guild Ringers
and their immediate family.
Don't miss out on this unique
opportunity! Book a.s.a.p. as there
will be limited places!

For more information and to secure
your place, please contact Rachael
Barber (07714 325 059).

That is “Frightened Rabbit
Syndrome”,
It’s known as “F.R.S.” –
You can see it in all bell-ringers
When they get into a mess…

They know they must keep going or
They’ll let the others down,
And they dread that the conductor
Will give up and call “Rounds”…

Philip Webb will judge the paintings
at the end of the afternoon, and the
winning painting will be submitted to
the Ringing World for the front cover!

A PDF of the Itinerary for the day
can be downloaded from the Guild
Website.

So they panic !! Yes, they panic!!
You can see it in their eyes
Which expand and grow enormous,
To, at least, twice their size…

They look around in desperation,
(You must suppress your laughter),
To try and work out, very quickly,
Which bell they should be after…

watercolour painting! No charge
will be made, except for a small
contribution towards the tea/coffee.
To include ringing at lunchtime and
afterwards!

Digital Media
We have several active mailing lists,
hosted by Google. These are an
excellent opportunity for members
to communicate with whole groups
of people quickly and easily. Once
signed up, you’ll often see reminders
of Guild and District events, requests
for wedding ringers, announcements,
and the odd amusing anecdote! All of
our mailing lists can be found on the
Guild website:
https://wpbells.org/2018/05/26/
mailing-lists/
The Guild and its Districts also have
a number of active Facebook pages
available for members to join:
The W&P Guild
Alton and Petersfield District
Christchurch and Southampton
District
Isle of Wight District
Portsmouth District
LIZZIE COLLISS
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Competition!
Last edition, we announced we
would be running a competition to
find the best photos of towers in
our Guild, to be featured in future
publications, including the new
website and the next newsletter.
Unfortunately, we received very
few submissions, so the deadline
has been extended. Hopefully the
sunny weather will encourage
people to capture some great
images!
As well as having the opportunity
for your beautiful photography to
feature in Guild publications, all
applicants will be entered into a
competition for a £20 Amazon gift
voucher. The competition winner
will be decided by guild members
in a public vote.
To enter: please send any photos,
along with your name and local
tower, to comms@wpbells.org by
Monday 1st August 2022.

