Basingstoke District Email – January 2022
Happy New Happy New Year to all the District, let’s hope this year sees ringing getting back to normal,
ringing with no masks and a welcome to any visitors on a practice night.
It has been a while since I sent out a District Email, but I thought it was timely now with the dawn of
the New Year.
It seems as if everything has sort of stood still over the past Covid period, but in fact quite a lot has
been going on in towers behind the scenes.
At Rotherwick we have resumed our normal Tuesday practice nights. We wear masks and have
increased the ventilation which is not so welcome now that the
temperature has dropped some evenings! Following a comment I
overheard from one of our learners whilst working alongside on the local
farm, we initially did an extra practice night for a while. The comment I
heard was basically that, when
ringing resumes all the good ringers
will want to get on with their
methods and us novices will just be
sitting there watching. The comment
led me to believe that he would
probably not get back to ringing.
Well, that wasn’t going to happen as
far as I was concerned so we started
a Thursday practice with a couple of learners in with a secure band
and we worked hard on bell handling to plain hunt. With this we
have now moved our learners on noticeably, so it was well worth
doing. At our sister tower, St Michael’s, Heckfield we have had
several ringing sessions as well, and have rung for weddings at
both towers

So what else has been happening around the District?
In August 2020 the work on All Saints, Odiham bells was completed. The work included the installation
of two RSJ’s under the wooden support beams that had
rotted at one end and strengthening of the wooden bell
frame. All of this was causing movement that made the
bells difficult to ring and third bell unpredictable. There
were a number of smaller defects, a slider that was too
long and rubbing, a slider that was too short and only just
engaging with the side bar, and a bolt had sheared off
holding the 5 to the headstock.
Rope guides have been installed in the ringing room
making these bells much easier to ring which is so good
for the learners there. Fiona Sayers is now the Tower
Captain and the tower is just buzzing on practice nights.

In September St Michael’s, Basingstoke had
their clappers rebushed and twiddle pins
fitted to the headstocks.

By December 2020 St Mary’s, Silchester had completed their
overhaul. All the bells were
removed and no 2 was tuned. The
frame was tightened and painted,
and the bells refitted with new
headstocks and bearings. The
sliders, stays and pulleys were
replaced. The ceiling bosses were
replaced and ‘invisible’ rope guides
were fitted which hang down from
the ceiling and are painted black.
The ropes were replaced.

In May 2021 Paul Bailey and I went to
St James, Bramley to look over the bells
with the new Tower Captain there,
Jonathan Barclay-Smith, as part of the
BSC’s offer to help look over bells
following the inactivity during the initial
lock-down.

We had a great morning there and didn’t
decline the offer of a ‘tower top tour’,
which had spectacular views.

Also in May 2021 I met Kerry Mann at All Saints,
Dogmersfield to check their bells prior to ringing
again. Kerry doesn’t feel able to climb the ladder
now and I’m not surprised, it is a challenging climb
with a wide gap at the top to step sideways across
onto the higher floor. It is partially covered by a
flimsy piece of hardboard which must not be
mistaken for a foot hold!

The bells were fine, and the plain bearings lubricated
but it was a bit interesting when the floor started to
crumble under me in one of the bell pits, woodworm
getting the better of the floor!

I’m going to digress slightly now as St Peter’s Ropley is not in our district. We all saw with great sadness
the dreadful fire at St Peter’s on 19th June 2014 which destroyed much of the church. However, it is
good to see the church rising up out of the ashes
with a very ambitious scheme. It was a double
aisled nave, but the heat was so intense that the
central line of supporting pillars and arches were
found to be disintegrating from the heat. A single
roof is being constructed over both aisles and it will
make a very versatile area when completed. The
bells are not in a great state and are in safe storage
awaiting repairs. The timbers of the tower suffered
in the fire and although the charred wood has been
removed to good timber the tower is now unable
to support full circle ringing. So, a steel structure
has been constructed inside the tower to take the
strain of the full circle ringing. In the second picture you can see the bottom of the steel structure next
to an original supporting beam and in the third picture you can see the double gable from inside with
the new wooden roof supports coming up each side. I went there in June 2021.

After phoning the tower captains I found out there was a will to
get the bells going at St Andrew, South Warnborough which
had been silent for several years. Paul Bailey and I went and
checked the bells in August 2021 which were fine and rang well
for such a long draft. Fiona Sayers as
Tower Captain at Odiham has taken St
Andrew’s under her wing and with the
assistance of the Odiham ringers the
bells are going again. There is an
interest among the St Andrew’s
congregation to learn to ring so ‘watch
this space’ as they say. Very exciting as
we don’t want any towers silent in our
district.

Writing this I am struck on how beautiful the
churches are in our District and how
privileged we are to go and ring in them.
There is a little gem of a church in our district
but not having bells is one I didn’t know.
Christchurch, Ramsdell is a beautiful little
church that I had to visit in August to play the
organ, but I put it here for interest, if you
ever passing do go and have a look, it’s never
locked.

All Saints, Basingstoke are out there ringing their peals and went on a wonderful ringing outing for
the last day of the year, to St Mary & St Melor, Amesbury; St Thomas, Salisbury; St Martin, Salisbury;
All Saints, Winterslow and St Mary, Broughton. I understand that All Saints, Deane are ringing again
without visitors at present. All Saints, Dogmersfield have new learners and there are five new
ringers at All Saints, Odiham. The Saturday afternoon practices at St Nicholas, Newnham have
started again when Adam Greenley is not pealing elsewhere, a great fun little practice, with pub
after, of course. I understand that Robert Beckett is getting the practices going at St Catherine’s,
Wolverton. I hear that Ian And Claire Roulstone are giving Jonathan Barclay-Smith a help with
teaching at St James, Bramley.
I hope all this is all right, but you get the picture, things are happening in our district, bells are being
looked after and new or lapsed ringers are coming in to join bands. It is not all doom and
despondancy. And, just because a tower may not get a mention here, doesn’t mean nothing is
happening, these are just the ones I hear about.
I hope to see you are the ADM at Odiham where I am sure you will want to try the overhauled bells.
The tower is spacious as is the church and there is good ventalation with adequate spare between
ringers. And then there is the tea, do you remember those?
Happy New Year, Martin.

