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The West Tytherley Project 2010-2012
Ringing Out After All Those Years

Church and Community

H

ere, in a quiet corner of west Hampshire nestles a living community, a parish of some four hundred souls,
with a public house, school and shop; a community that has
grown out of the past, but lives in the present and looks to
the future. Standing on a hillside at the heart of the community is the Parish Church of St Peter, now a part of the
United Benefice that includes Lockerley, East Tytherley
and East Dean. The building was consecrated in 1833 as a
replacement for a small nave and chancel church with its
enclosed west-gable bellcote that had stood on the opposite
side of the road for some eight hundred years. The three bells
and their eighteenth century fittings were transferred from
the old church to the new Georgian-style west tower of brick
with flint facings, and hung in what appears to have been a
new timber frame.

Bells and Ringing

The ring of three bells is of considerable historic interest.
Two of the bells are ancient: the treble and second have been
dated by the bell historian George Elphick to circa 1260 and
1399 respectively, and the comparatively modern tenor was
cast in 1723 by William Tosier of Salisbury. Moreover, the

treble is believed to be the oldest bell anywhere now hung for
full-circle ringing. The method of attaching the ropes, not
uncommon with smaller rings of bells in the eighteenth and
early nineteenth centuries, had the ropes passing through
garter holes positioned at the top centre of the wheels. This
arrangement allowed ‘dead rope’ ringing in which the bells
were rung full-circle, but with little or no handstroke pull,
so that change ringing was not possible. Or was it? The effect
of the more usual off-centre garter holes was almost certainly
created by lashing the ropes to the wheel rims at an off-centre
position. Notches have been cut in the wheel shrouds where
the cords could have been anchored. In any case, the bells
were rung with the eighteenth century fittings until the midtwentieth century.

Heritage and Conservation

The initial impetus for a project to bring these bells back
into full use came from John Palk, who went on to manage
the project, but the idea was soon taken on board by the Rev
James Pitkin and the Parochial Church Council (PCC). Due
to the age of the bells, their wayward notes and harmonics
could not be altered by tuning, and so the ring of bells was
not suitable for augmentation. In any case the unique sound

of the West Tytherley bells was regarded as part of the heritage of the village, as were the historic materials of the frame
and fittings, and it was decided the emphasis should primarily be on restoration rather than replacement. The frame was
generally sound but needed minor strengthening. A proposal
from Hugh Routh of Conservation Bellhangers Ltd., with
some assistance from the Whitechapel Bell Foundry Ltd.,
aimed to retain the frame and as many of the original fittings
as practicable.

Discussion and Decision

In September 2010 the PCC
called a public meeting, with
personal invitations to those
living close to the church, to
discuss the proposals. Some seventy people were present, and
gave overwhelming support to
the idea of returning the bells to
ringing order. With this backing
it was agreed to start fundraising
and to petition for a faculty. At
the same time a list was opened
for those offering to learn to
ring the restored bells.

ber, a tall order, but just about do-able with a following wind.
The pressure was taken off when the date was moved to Sunday 15th January. Most of the rope handling and bell control
was acquired at dedicated sessions at Lockerley, initially using
the simulator. The number learning increased to six and
then seven, and all were able to ring rounds for the service
of celebration, and six young school members also contributed by chiming rounds. But embedding the new band is an
on-going process. Monday is the practice night and, once a
month, is held at a different tower with more bells. A routine
of Sunday ringing three times a month is settled. There is a

Bells and Fittings

Preliminary works included a
new floor for the intermediate room and the upgrading of
the electrics. The cast-in crown
staples in the bells were drilled
out in the tower and holes for
new clapper bolts drilled. New
gudgeons and self-aligning ball
races were fitted. The vertical metal sliders were retained but
conventional timber stays and sliders fitted for safe ringing.
Bell Weight Diameter
1 2-1-4 23¼”
2 2-2-4 23¾”
3 3-1-20 25½”

Date
c1260*
c1399*
1723

Founder

Approx
Note
Unknown
G
Unknown
F
William Tosier E

Inscription
None
Sancte Toma
See below†

The Project Team
tower correspondent. Tower leadership and steeple keeping
roles will be taken soon. All were elected full members of the
Guild at the Winchester District AGM in February: five were
present, and rang at the Cathedral, two of them achieving
good rounds on the fourteen. They tell their own stories:

Shona

Living next door to the church, my husband and I were
delighted that the bells would be rung again. I signed up for
†
JOHN : GEFFORD : THOMAS : MATHES : CHVRCH : WARDENS :
this unique experience, volunteered a friend, and during an
(bell) :
WILLIAM : TOSIER : CAST : MEE : IN : THE :YEAR : OF : 1723 : (bell) : eventful evening in the Black Horse I quickly persuaded a
number of others to join. We learned the basics with ap*
The treble and second bells, and the frame, are listed by the Church
prehension but with the complete confidence in our teachers
Buildings Council.
David and Jen in our sister village Lockerley. Once we had
mastered how to correctly and safely control a bell, we started
The wheels, headstocks and other fittings were removed for
to ring together in sequence as a band. The exciting moment
refurbishment and re-building, using traditional materials to came when we could practice on our very own bells. The
replace any life-expired elements. The old clappers were fitted service to bless the bells in January was a proud moment for
with new bearings: work to improve the correct striking of
us all and our trainers: from complete bell-virgins to a band
the clappers is ongoing. To satisfy a wish to involve young
in just five months. The church was packed, and the selfpeople from the village school in the ringing, trigger-action
styled Tytherley Tuggers were ringing to welcome people to
chiming hammers with a separate set of small ropes with
the village. Then we took our places at the front of the church
short sallies, have been fitted. These enable members of the
and awaited our big moment when we joined in a prayer of
school to chime rounds and changes as an introduction to the dedication. After the service we relaxed with a glass (or two)
principles of ringing, and the light, easy-going bells will be
of champagne and a slice of cake, and then returned to the
ideal for them to learn full-circle ringing in due course.
tower for more ringing.

Training and Embedding

Five volunteers made a start with preliminary visits to Lockerley and to the Romsey Abbey practice in the autumn of
2010, but training in earnest began in late August 2011. The
official opening seemed as if it might suddenly be late OctoPage 2

Anthea

Having recently retired as a district nurse, I was looking
forward to a tranquil and undemanding life. However, that
was not to be as, along with six others, I volunteered to learn
how to ring bells. Acquiring a new skill at my advanced age

W&P Newsletter Spring 2012

automatic. For me there has been progress, but always with
hiccups, including ringing bells down (unintentionally), and
most recently, a broken stay. These incidents have occasioned
urgent action by our supervising tutors and, while the feeling
of panic is fading, it is clearly necessary to aim for a combination of relaxed pulling with maximum concentration. One
day perhaps...

Katie & Louise

Katie (22) & I (24) are sisters and have lived in the village
all our lives. We are involved with many aspects of community life and are always up for a challenge, which is how
we became involved with the bells. We started our ringing
journey as complete novices, and it all seemed very alien to
begin with, with so much to take in. The bells at Lockerley
feel and sound fab, and with support and encouragement
from our tutors and fellow ringers we have all come on in
leaps and bounds. Once the renovation was complete in West
Tytherley we were let loose on the oldest bell in the world
hung for full-circle ringing. As the two youngest members
of the band we feel that it is our role to bring laughter to the
tower, making all our ringing practices true social events.
We are currently learning call changes, which is seemingly
mind-boggling, even on just three bells. We both thoroughly
enjoyed the opportunity to ring at Winchester Cathedral
at the District AGM when we all became full members of
the Guild. This was a nerve-racking but enthralling experience which broadened our ringing ability. With hard work
and dedication, and a lot of guidance from David and Jen,
we hope to be ready for future events in the village, such as
The world’s oldest bell hung for ringing full circle the Olympics, the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, and weddings.
Motto: Ring with a Grin!
was more challenging for me than to the younger members
Acknowledgement
of the band but I think I am improving! Like any new skill,
To John Palk et alia for the more detailed report on the
the better you get the more you enjoy it. I look forward to
physical aspects of the restoration in The Ringing World (27
mastering change ringing!
January 2012).
Nicky
I am a forty-something year-old nurse who has lived in
David Strong and friends
West Tytherley with my family for eleven years. Recently
my ‘friend’, and now fellow bell ringer, announced that she
had volunteered me to join the new Tytherley band. So with
trepidation I went to my first practice at Lockerley Church.
David and Jen were our tutors (with assistance from Anne
and Gary), and from that first lesson they have been nothing but patient, kind and encouraging. They have guided us
from knowing nothing to beginning to feel we could become
t has been my pleasure to offer congratulations on behalf of
a band in our own right. We have had our moments - I’ve
the Guild to the following members whose achievements
have been publicly recognised in the recent Honours List.
hit myself in the face with the rope (that really hurt) - but
through it all David and Jen remain calm, repeating, “Stretch Eileen Jayne-Wood, the Tower secretary at Southwick since
the bells were restored and augmented in 1981, is made a
to stretch,” or, “Loose, LOOSE!” Despite my misgivings I
M.B.E. The citation records that hundreds of terminally
now look forward to practice night and enjoy ringing on
Sundays, even if West Tytherley reaches for the ear plugs! We ill patients have benefitted from the fund-raising work of
Eileen Jayne-Wood. Eileen was inspired to set up the volunalways have fun...
tary organisation Portsdown Travel to combine therapeutic
Robert
travel opportunities with raising money for Rowans Hospice
I was first shown round a bell tower in the 1960s, but had
in Purbrook. It arranges trips and holidays that have raised
not found an opportunity to pursue this interest until my
thousands of pounds for the charity.
retirement coincided with our bell restoration project. I
Philip Watts, Bell Advisor to the Winchester Diocesan Adviwas probably not quite prepared for the degree of practice
sory Committee, a member of the Belfry Stewardship Comrequired to reach anything like independent rope handling.
mittee since its formation in 1994, and a member of North
Stoneham since 1990, was awarded the O.B.E. Phil has
As a professional educationist I have been very impressed
also served as a Director of the Ringing World. The citation
with the careful sequencing of the elements of bell ringing,
mentions his more than forty years with the Southamptonwith patient supervision gradually allowing us to master
based Ordnance Survey mapping agency where he started as
each step before moving on to a more complex next task.
field surveyor and is currently Head of the Corporate Affairs
The goal is for individual bell ringing to develop from first
Office.
acquisition through increased accuracy to greater fluency –
David Strong
with ‘style’ – and hopefully to a level where correct ringing is

I

New Year Honours
For Guild Members
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Basingstoke Part 1
More Guild History

M

embers of the W. & P. would immediately recognise
Basingstoke as their Guild’s birthplace. The Winchester Diocesan Guild was founded on Friday 20th June
1879 during an initial meeting in the chapter room near St.
Michael’s Church, Basingstoke. The choice of Basingstoke
resulted partially from it’s being the centre of railway communication (the only alternative to travel on horseback or
on foot) and also being the centre of change ringing in the
County. Due to the activities of Rev. C.H. Lacon, the new
curate, supported by Dr. J. E. Millard, a very forward looking
Rector, the bells had been re-hung by Warner and Sons, the
Treble and 3rd had been recast and tuned to the other bells,
new clappers fitted to 3rd and 4th, all bells re-leathered and
new ropes fitted. The ringing chamber had been cleared of
beer jugs, tobacco jars, spittoons, certificates and betting slips
from ringing competitions, left behind by the call-change
ringers. In the 18th Century call-change ringers were paid by
the Parish Clerk to ring the bells on national occasions but
NOT on Sundays. Rev. Lacon had arranged with T.H.Wyatt
and sons that they would clean the ringing chamber, re-roof
the ceiling, fit new woodwork around the walls, unbrick the
west window, fit matting on the floor and replace the tallow
candles with gas lighting. In June 1879 Rev. Lacon recruited
12 male members of the congregation to form an “Amateur
Change Ringing Society”, charging each of them a 2/6d fee.
Henry White was one of these, and he evolved into a brilliant
conductor, encouraging his four daughters to learn a male
dominated hobby, and become famous peal ringers. There is
no mention of the departure of the competitive call-change
ringers, but the belfry soon became flooded with those
anxious to learn this new, mathematical hobby on easy going
bells in luxury surroundings. St. Michael’s became a mini peal
factory, with 35 brought round by the end of the century.
Details of the meeting on 20th June can be found in the
St. Michael’s Parish Magazine for July 1879, stored in the
Hampshire Record Office at Winchester, reference 46M74/
PZ27. A pamphlet was issued in 1879 by the “Temporary
Committee of Management”, Mr. G. H. Barnett, Rev. C.
H. Lacon, Rev. F. T. Madge, Rev. H. A. Spyers, Rev. H. J.
Sumner and the Guild Secretary Rev. Arthur du Boulay Hill.
The latter was Assistant Master at Winchester College from
1874 to 1882, as well as Chaplain from 1881. The pamphlet
contains names of 52 members attached to the seven “Bands
in Union” (Farnham, Godalming, Hursley, Southampton St.
Michael, Weybridge, Winchester and Yateley) and the names
of 51 members unattached to bands. Finally it contains the
programme for the “First Annual Meeting”, planned for
Thursday 15th July 1880.
I decided that more details about ringing in the 19th century
might be found in the other 81 issues of “Basingstoke Parish
Magazine” and the study of these proved a fascinating insight
into everyday life in a small, Victorian, market town.
[ I have added my own comments in places, using this font]

PZ21 for 1875 to 1876

February 1876

Rev. C. H. Lacon B. A. Oxon is licensed to an Assistant
Curacy in the Parish

[Instigated by the Vicar, Mr. H. Weeks is appointed Head
Master of the Blue Coat and National School. It offers
education above Elementary School level to children of
Mechanics and Tradesmen and others willing to pay. Charge
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St Michael’s, Basingstoke
is 9/6 per Quarter. Books must be provided by the parents.
Subjects taught will be Religious Education, Reading, Writing,
Arithmetic, Grammar, History, Geography, Book-keeping and
Mensuration.]

March 1876

[Rev. C. H. Lacon B. A. Oxon, an Assistant Curate and publishes
his first set of plans for the parish]

1. Erection of iron palisade on each side of the footpath
through the churchyard. This will prevent desecration by
dogs and also use by children as a playground.
2. Levelling and turfing of the churchyard.
3. Installing new gravel for the paths.
4. Planting of new shrubs and trees.
Estimated cost £90. Subscription list has already been started.
[He also makes a suggestion that seats in church become
free, that pews and galleries are removed, and that pews are
replaced with chairs.]

April 1876
New Rules For National Schools

[This item is highly significant. Drafted by Liberal M.P. William
Forster, the 1870 Elementary Education Act was enacted on
9th August 1870, enabling all children between ages 5 and
12 to attend Elementary School. School Boards, such as the
one in Basingstoke, were set up to ensure that children were
taught, amongst other subjects, to read and write. After 1880
attendance was obligatory up to the age of 10, or up to 12
after 1889. This resulted in the appointment of Attendance
Officers who were feared by Staff and pupils alike. One was
our own George Pullinger, Guild Master from 1949 to 1955,
who ruled Bishopstoke belfry “with a rod of iron!” The Boards
could charge small fees as shown below, until 1891, and
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Government money was available for the building of new
National / Elementary Schools like this one.
Hence Henry White’s children Alice, Dorothy, Nellie, Ethel and
Harold, would all attend National / Elementary School. Like
hundreds of future bell ringers across the country they would
learn to write their name, use figures to write out changes, and
to read ringing books. This probably explains the extraordinary
explosion of ringing publications and their sale to The
Exercise:1854 “Elements Of Campanologia” by Henry Hubbard (2nd
edition)
1867 “An Essay On The Art Of Ringing” by William Sottanstall.
1868 Hubbard’s 3rd edition.
1869 “Change Ringing” by Charles A.W. Troyte.
1871 “Change Ringing Disentangled” by Rev. Woolmore
Wigram.
1872 Troyte’s 2nd edition.
1874 “the art and science of change ringing” BY William
Banister.
1876 Hubbard’s 4th edition. Also Troyte’s 3rd edition.
1878 “A Treatise On Treble Bob” by Jasper Snowdon.
1879 “Rope Sight. An Introduction To The Art Of Change
Ringing” by Jasper Snowdon.
Literate and numerate, and charged with religious zeal from
their daily dose of scriptures, this new generation would
demand belfry reform and an end to the paid call-change
ringers.]

1. The schools will open at 9a.m. and 2p.m. Every Child
must be in attendance at the proper time.
2. Every Child at the time of admission must bring a note
stating the correct Date of Birth and the occupation of the
parent.
3. Every Child must be sent to school with tidy clothes, hair
neatly brushed, and with clean faces and hands.
4. The School Fees depend upon the weekly earnings of the
parents.
(i)All Children whose parents are in receipt of £1 or upwards
per week, to pay four pence for the first child and two pence
for the rest of the family.
(ii)All in receipt of from 16s. to £1 to pay threepence for the
first and twopence for the rest.
(iii)All below 16s.to pay twopence each.
5. The Fees must be paid regularly on Monday mornings,
and no child will be permitted to attend who is in arrears of
payment.
6. All absent weeks must be paid for, except in cases of serious illness or other urgent causes approved of by the Secretary.
7. All children absent from the Schools over one month will
be considered as having left, unless early notice be forwarded
to the Teachers stating the cause of such absence.
8. All children who leave the Schools and desire to be readmitted must pay an entrance fee of 1s.
9. All children absent on the day of the Government Examination, except in case of illness, (When a Medical Certificate
must be forwarded) will be charged double fees or dismissed
from the Schools.
N.B. – Rules 4 and 6 do not apply to the Infant School.
The above Rules have been framed, partly to meet certain
new requirements of the Education Board, partly in the hope
of raising the general character of the Schools, without over
taxing the poor.

May 1876
Churchyard Improvement Fund

The Rev. C. H. Lacon will be glad if those who have not yet
paid in Subscriptions promised to the above fund will kindly
do so at their earliest convenience. The following is a rough
outline of the estimated cost:Details listed

Total £137-16-0
It is very gratifying to be able to say that over £100 has been
promised…..
Will any parishioner (or parishioners combined) be kind
enough to make the following presents for the Churchyard:(1) A mowing machine.
(2) Four iron seats for placing in the Churchyard.
(3) The promise of some bedding plants.
(4) A wheelbarrow.
(5) A garden rake.
(6) An edging knife.
(7) A pair of hand gloves.
(8) Three or four lawn brooms.
(9) A spade and fork.
The Churchyard will be thrown open on Sundays before and
after Services, and the Bell Ringers have most kindly volunteered to ring a short peal after two of the Sunday Services
during the months of May, June, July and August. With the
approval of the Vicar and Churchwardens their offer has been
accepted with all due thanks.
[Ringers since the 17th century were unconnected with the
Church but were paid by the Parish Authorities to ring bells on
national festivals, but NOT on Sundays. They were controlled by
sets of “Ringers’ Rules” specifying monetary fines for overturning
bells, wearing spurs, absence etc. They would NOT be paid for
the above!]

Derek Jackson

In Memoriam 1/4 at
St John’s New Alresford
Sunday March 18th 2012
1260 changes of Plain Bob Triples

T

Jaqueline Redway

Treble

Ian Redway

5

Sue J Smith

2

Rodney Skinner

6

Wendy Ling

3

Gareth Higgs

7 (c)

Jill Parr

4v

Elizabeth Johnson

Tenor

Rung prior to Sundays at Six Service on Mothering Sunday.

his Quarter was arranged and rung in thanksgiving for
the life of Dawn Corfield who died on March 15th aged
49 after a long battle with cancer. It was also rung for Leslie
Baxter, Dawn’s father, who died aged 101 on March 13th.
Dawn’s husband Rex, daughter Mary and son Hamish are
ringers at St John’s; son George at 8 years old has yet to learn.
Our thoughts and prayers are with the family.
This is the first quarter rung on the bells since major repairs
were carried out after a very successful year of fund raising – so successful that we did not need to call on some of
the promised grants. The whole town seemed to realise how
important the sound of the bells is and gave generously.
We are also in receipt of a generous and unexpected legacy
from the estate of the late Peggy Chalk. Peggy died on February 22nd 2011. She was a member of St John’s band from
1990 – 2000 and also rang at Ropley where her parents once
lived. This money has allowed us to upgrade the lighting and
electrics in the tower, perhaps buy a ringing simulator for
teaching purposes and to address the ‘safe access’ issues in the
tower. We may also be able to restore the tower hand bells
and the two historic Peal Boards.
Wendy Ling
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Local Band Peal at Basingstoke

T

here is nothing particularly noteworthy about a peal of
Grandsire Triples. The peal at All Saints, Basingstoke on
Saturday 21st January was slightly different.
The bells were installed at All Saints when the church was
built in 1916, and a local band taught. There has been a
regular band ringing there ever since. Over the last few years
the band has grown steadily in strength and number to the
point at which the idea came up that we should ring a peal
on the bells with a Sunday Service band, as this had never
been achieved at the church before. The date was chosen and
in October last year the band assembled to attempt the peal.
Unfortunately this came to grief after an hour and a half due
to mechanical issues with one of the bells, however the stage
was set!
Undeterred a new date was added to the diary and on Saturday 21st January a slightly different band assembled for
another go. Grandsire Triples was chosen as a method that
has been the staple of the band for some years. After 2 hours
and 53 minutes of excellent ringing, and less than a handful of self corrected trips the peal came round much to the
delight (and relief!) of those ringing, and the rest of the band,
all of whom have played their part in getting to this stage.

Winchester & Portsmouth Diocesan Guild
All Saints, Basingstoke, Hampshire
Saturday 21 January 2012 in 2 hrs 53 (11-0-6)

5040 Grandsire Triples
Composed: R B Pullin
1

Alison D Smith

5

Stephen J Turrell

2

Adam S Greenley

6

Philip A Turrell

3

Rosalind S Turrell

7

Benjamin D Constant (C)

4

Angela M Athawes

8

Mark B Place

First peal: 1.
First peal by members of the Sunday service band.

The band included all the current tower officers, and half of
the band had learnt to ring at All Saints.
So what next? With plenty of ringing opportunities this year,
a peal of Surprise Major with the service band could well be
on the cards!
Adam Greenley - Tower Captain

Bishopstoke Ringers’ Grand Day Out

I

n April 2011 the Bishopstoke ringers were privileged to
receive an invitation from the Westminster Abbey company of ringers to ring at the Abbey on New Year’s Day. This
invitation is only offered once a year and has previously been
given to bands from large cathedral cities like Exeter, Liverpool, Oxford and Coventry. Indeed, Bishopstoke is the first
place with fewer than 12 bells to be accorded this honour.
Permission was sought and granted to ring at several other
towers during the day and so it was that the ringers, and a
few regular visitors, found themselves on the 09:11 train
from Eastleigh to London.
We started by joining in with the
local ringers for service ringing at St
Stephen’s, Westminster. These bells
sound very pleasant but are quite
heavy, in need of a lot of TLC and
are difficult to ring. Nevertheless
we acquitted ourselves well before
walking to the highlight of the day
– the Abbey.
We were met by the conductor
and secretary of the Abbey band
who gave us a talk which was a
short history of the bells, ringers
and the way ringing is organised at
the Abbey. The bells are only rung
after services unless the Queen is in
attendance, in which case they are
rung before as well! We rang three
short touches to enable everybody
to have a ring before ten of the
Bishopstoke Sunday service ringers
rang a quarter peal.While this was
going on the rest of the ringers
enjoyed looking round the abbey
Kay on the Abbey Tenor which, at this time, was closed to
Page 6

the general public.
A tube ride took us to South Kensington where we were
scheduled to ring at the Queen’s Tower, now part of Imperial
College. Sadly the person letting us in forgot about our visit.
After standing outside the tower in the pouring rain for half
an hour we gave up, went back to the tube station and on
to our next tower, St Katharine Cree in Leadenhall St. These
18th century bells are now a pleasant ring of six having been
restored just two years ago after nearly 100 years of neglect
and silence.
The final ring of the day was at Christ Church Spitalfields.
The bells here are a very fine set of eight. After a quick drink
in The Pride Of Spitalfields the group split, half going home
and half heading for a meal in the Shiraz restaurant in Brick
Lane. The dubious claim to fame of this establishment is that
until 1991 it was a pub called The Frying Pan where, on 31st
August 1888, Mary Ann Nichols had her last drink before
leaving and becoming the first victim of Jack the Ripper!
And were the ringers pleased with an outing that included
Westminster Abbey? Well, yes. For about 4 hours. Then,
moving on, the next challenge was issued to Roy – get Windsor Castle for a Bishopstoke outing. Hmm!
Westminster, London SW1
Collegiate Church of St Peter-in-Westminster
Sunday 1 January 2012 in 52minutes

1277 Grandsire Caters
1

Ann P LeMarechal

6

Janet L Morris

2

Alexander J Dicks

7

John A Dodd

3

Allen L Guille

8

Graham J Wright

4

Kay LeMarechal

9

Roy LeMarechal (C)

5

D Annabel Preston

10

Stuart J Heath

Rung by members of the Bishopstoke Sunday service band.
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Roy LeMarechal

Winchester and Portsmouth Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
SATURDAY 7TH JULY 2012 at EAST MEON
GUILD INTER-DISTRICT 8-BELL STRIKING COMPETITION
SS Peter & Paul, Hawkley, from 10am Method – 240 changes of Plain Bob Major
OPEN TOWERS
All Saints, Alton

10.00am – 10.45am

Buriton

10.00am – 10.45am

Blackmoor

11.00am – 11.45am

Steep

11.00am – 11.45am

Privett

12noon – 12.45pm

Froxfield

12noon – 12.45pm

SERVICE at 3pm
All Saints, East Meon
Open Ringing from 2pm with Service Ringing from 2.45pm – 3pm
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING at 4pm
In the Village Hall, East Meon
TEA at 5.30pm
Names for tea to Mo Routh by 30th June please
Tel: 01730 267237 or Email: mo_routh@yahoo.co.uk
Open Ringing at East Meon from 7pm - 8pm
Please contact the Hon General Secretary, Clare Griffiths, for further details:
Email: wphonsec@googlemail.com or see the Guild website

T

Peal Success For SUGCR

he ringers annual dinner day is always a big occasion,
and this is certainly the case with Southampton University Guild of Change Ringers (SUGCR). Bringing together
the current members, past members and even the founding
members it is always an occasion enjoyed by all. The dinner
being such an important event it follows that peals are attempted to mark the special day, and this year SUGCR did
something incredible for the current members peal.
We were to attempt a current member’s peal for the 57th
Anniversary dinner, something that hadn’t been achieved
since the 54th Anniversary dinner in 2009. With a band
making progress together we decided it would be good to
set a challenge best reflective of the current membership,
while at the same time stretching the band. We could quite
easily have pulled together a surprise major band with our
top ringers, but this would not have been anything special
as all those capable of ringing surprise major had all rung
peals before. The final plan formed when it was discovered
that a large number of the current members hadn’t rung a
peal yet.
After weeks of preparation and a few practice quarter peal
attempts the band were stood together in the ringing chamber at Bitterne Park on the morning of the 57th Anniversary dinner. Everyone was feeling quite nervous wondering
if we had given ourselves a challevnge that was a step too
far? 9am on the dot the ringing started and something
amazing happened. This band, which had grown together
over the previous weeks settled down into some fantastic
ringing. With only a few slips along the way the following
fantastic peal was scored.Rather incredibly 5 ringers had all
scored their very first peals together in the same band with
a first time peal conductor. A task that seemed impossible
on paper had been achieved brilliantly! The band had made
fantastic progress in such a short period of time; only 3
months earlier Charles Harrison scored his first quarter peal
and just 9 months earlier Edward Sutch rung his first quar-

ter peal and Elizabeth Medcalf and Elliot Hughes their first
quarter peals inside. From these first quarter peal achievements within the past year through to a peal of 10 doubles,
which included Stedman which most of the band had only
rung for the first time a few weeks before the peal attempt.
It was a truly fantastic effort and huge congratulations go to
the whole band. I am very proud and very honoured to have
been able to have conducted this peal as my first.
Southampton University Guild
Southampton,The Church of the Ascension, Bitterne Park
Saturday 18 February 2012 in 2hr 39 (8-1-13)

5040 Doubles (10m)
Stedman, Reverse Canterbury, Winchendon Place, Southrepps,
St Nicholas, St Giles, St Simons, St Martins, Plain Bob and
Grandsire
1
Edward Sutch
4
Benjamin Clive
2
Elizabeth Medcalf
5
Daniel Graham (C)
3
Elliot Hughes
6
Charles Harrison
First peal – 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 First peal as conductor

A second peal was scored on SUGCR dinner day this year
which was also remarkable for its achievements, Grandsire
Caters at St Mary’s Southampton.
This was the very first peal for Charlie Martin, first peal
inside for Charlotte Stansbury and Nathan Cooper and first
peal of Caters for Kristian Scudamore and Benjamin Wigmore all current students at the University.
So on the day of the SUGCR 57th Anniversary dinner 11
current members rang peals, 6 of these ringing their first ever
peal, 2 ringing their first peal inside, 2 ringing their first of
Caters and 1 conducting a peal for the first time. What a
fantastic achievement for SUGCR!
Daniel Graham, Master 2010-2012
[Details of the St Mary’s Peal can be found at www.campanophile.
com/view.aspx?137305 - Ed.]
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Isle of Wight Bells to Ring Out for Diamond Jubilee

ouncillor David Williams, Chairman of
the Isle of Wight Council, joined ringers
at Newport Minster recently as their ambitious plans were revealed to celebrate the
Diamond Jubilee.
One of the ideas is to get all 14 towers ringing within a three-hour “Band” - between 12
noon and 3 p.m. - on Sunday 3rd June.
“The Island” has around 150 active bell
ringers but, in order to achieve their ambitious plan to ring all of the bells to mark the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, retired or lapsed
ringers are being encouraged to return to
ringing. “Refresher” sessions are being offered.
Councillor David Williams, chairman of the
Island’s Diamond Jubilee organising committee, learned to ring in Cornwall over fifty
years ago but hadn’t been in a bell tower for
many years.
“When I heard about the plans to get all
of the Island’s bells ringing for the Jubilee
l-r: Councillor David Williams, David Hallam, Hannah Brown, Patricia Price,
I thought it was a marvellous idea,” said
Berni Price, David Weir (Newport Minster’s Tower Captain), Ian Orchard
Councillor David Williams. “I started ringing when
I was a teenager as part of the Duke of Edinburgh
The Jubilee has been seen on “The Island” as an ideal opporAwards Scheme and I found it fascinating. Despite
tunity to recruit new ringers, too. Newport Minster Church
not ringing for many years, with a little encouragement the
and Island Bell Ringers, supported by The Isle of Wight
technique quickly returned.”
Council, Isle of Wight Radio and The Isle of Wight County
Anna Price, the local Council’s Media Officer, had been a
Press are holding a Bell Ringing Open Day and Exhibition
ringer in Wiltshire but had stopped ringing. She has “reon 21st April, at Newport Minster, giving people the opporturned to the fold” with much enthusiasm and is having a
great time. She was delighted to ring her first quarter peal on tunity to find out more about bell ringing on the Island and
the chance to “have a go”.
8th January.
Viv Nobbs

Will You Dare Visit Portsmouth
Cathedral Again?
News from St. Mary the Virgin, Eling, Hampshire
1879 January 11th [Friday]“The Hampshire Advertiser”

The Churchwardens And The Bellringers
One of the most pleasant gatherings it has been our lot to
chronicle in connection with the parish of Eling took place
on Tuesday evening [8th January], when the churchwardens (Messrs C.H. Dyett and B. Gulliver) invited the
bellringers to meet them at the social board at the Anchor
Inn, and also the Vicar (the Rev. Arthur L’Argent Bell) and
a few friends. A capital repast was served by the host (Mr.
Hunt) and thoroughly enjoyed by a party of twenty.Mr
Dyett occupied the chair, supported by the Vicar and Mr.
James Fletcher, a former churchwarden of the parish, and
Mr. Gulliver was the vice-chairman. On removal of the
cloth, the Chairman gave the usual loyal toasts……….
……….The Vicar proposed “The Bellringers” in his usual
felicitous and happy manner, and the toast having been
drank (sic)with all the honours Mr. Harvey Stride [ringing
foreman] acknowledged it, thanking the churchwardens for
their kindness in giving them such a bountiful repast and
enabling them to spend so pleasant an evening together at
the commencement of the new year……….
Editor: David Forder, 4 Cranberry Close, Marchwood, Southampton, SO40 4YT.
Tel. 023 8087 2399 Email david@ringmarch.com
Guild Web Site www.wp-ringers.org.uk
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