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Featured Tower - Sparsholt

T

eam bell ringing in
Sparsholt appears to
date from 1742, when a
subscription was raised for
a three-bell ring, though it
is possible that there was already a single chime-struck
bell in existence. A fourth
bell was added in 1829,
and a ﬁfth in 1905. Our
ring was completed by the
addition of a sixth bell [the
treble] in 1995 at which
time the old badly decayed
wooden frame was replaced
by a steel one and the existing ﬁve bells re-hung and
re-tuned.
Unfortunately the history
of the people who rang the
bells is largely lost in the
mists of time. Some light
was shed on their activities in the early part of last
century when the small red
Minute Book of the Church
Bellringers 1906-12 was discovered
in the Church Vestry. The minutes
of January 1906 suggest that, by that
time, ringing had lapsed in Sparsholt
and it was now necessary to form a new
band. A Mr. Jones from Hursley would
be coming to practice once a week to
instruct the members until they could

manage the bells themselves, and the
members agreed to practice twice a
week. At this time Mr. Jeanes was Foreman Ringer, with Charles Bishop as his
Deputy. At a further meeting in May
1907 the ringers were congratulated
by the Vicar on the excellent progress
they had made during the past year. He
thanked them “for the
cheering peals they
had rung on the great
festivals”.
By 1911, when the
next meeting was
held, the band was in
trouble again. Three
gentlemen, Mr.Elkins,
Mr. Andrews and Rev.
William Colchester,
probably all connected
with the Cathedral,
were called in to take

part in a general discussion “with a view
to see how they could make the ringing
more eﬃcient”. The Vicar expressed
regret “that for some time past there
had been a general want of enthusiasm
amongst ringers, so much so that it frequently happened that only one or two
members turned up to ring, specially
on Sunday evening”. Suggestions were
made on how things could be run more
eﬃciently. Mr. Andrews suggested that
a collection should be made for the
ringers, which should be distributed
amongst them according to the number
of attendances. The Vicar agreed to do
this at the beginning of each year, and it
was also agreed to try and arrange with
the Diocesan Guild for an instructor
to run a course in change ringing. Mr.
Jeanes, re-elected as foreman ringer, said
“he was sorry he had not been able to
do more in the past but he would try
his best in the present year”.

The ﬁnal entry in the Minute Book covered the AGM of
1912, attended by eight ringers and the Vicar. The Vicar
reported that he had made the collection as promised, and
distributed the funds as agreed, and “he much regretted that
the amount collected had not been larger. He hoped as time
went on the annual collection would shew some increase”.
There were no further entries, suggesting either that ringing
continued with no further problems, or lapsed altogether.
Today we have a thriving band under the leadership of our
current “foreman ringer” Tower Captain John Cleverley, and
we generally have a good turn-out for practice. Our Sunday

numbers were depleted recently when our Crawley based
ringers returned to their own, newly-refurbished bells. However, our three very welcome newcomers are learning fast, and
we should be up to strength again quite soon.
Visitors are always most welcome either at our Monday night
practice from 7.30pm, or on Sundays at 9.30am.
Caroline Hayes
The author would like to thank Peter and Elizabeth May, and Graham Beesley for permission to use material from their articles in the local Parish Paper
and the Sparsholt Bells website.

http://www.wp-ringers.org.uk/sparsholt/index.htm

Fred Mouland 1919-2004

F

red was born in Nether Wallop where he lived all of his
life. His father was the local builder and village undertaker. Fred and his brother joined the family business. Fred
was taught to ring in 1933 by the sexton William Cooper
and in 1952 he became tower captain, a position he held
until his death. He became a life member of the guild after
50 years membership of the Winchester and Portsmouth
Guild. He was greatly involved in the life of St. Andrew’s
being clock winder, pumping the organ and maintaining
the boiler until they were all automated. He also fulﬁlled
many other duties in the church, putting up hymn numbers,
preparing the bread and wine for the services and lighting the
candles to name but a few. He was also a Churchwarden until
recent years. Fred never aspired to get too advanced inside in
method ringing although it had been known for him to attempt to ring ‘Cambridge Surprise Minor’ at Amport during
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their Friday night practice. He never rang a Peal but in his
early days of ringing one of ‘Plain Bob Major’ was attempted
which was lost two courses from the end but Fred was more
than happy to ring the treble where he rang most of his 300
plus Quarters. He was always game for a Quarter, good striking being a must, and was not afraid to comment on ringing
standards afterwards.
Imagine his delight when in 1990 Nether Wallop won the
Aird Cup in the Andover District Striking Competition. Little did he know the success would be repeated fourteen years
in succession. For most of his ringing days Fred had yearned
to augment Nether Wallop from ﬁve to six bells, an ambition
that was realised in 1992 mainly due to much fundraising
managed by Fred.
He played a major part in village life. He served on both
parish and parochial church councils, had been a school
governor, a trustee of the village charity, a member of the
Danebury Players and had recently donated a piece of
land for a Village Green Project, which will be known as
Mouland Meadow.
His knowledge of the Wallops knew no bounds; he appeared on Meridian T.V. in ‘Country Ways’ and was also
on the radio in ‘Down Your Way’. After Fred and his
brother retired their workshop, lock, stock and barrel was
relocated to Manor Farm, Botley. This is now part of the
museum site as the wheelwright’s shop.
During practice nights he would keep us amused with
his never ending anecdotes of life in the village and his
undertaking experiences.
He was a real family man and family gatherings were
commonplace. He leaves Sheila his wife, two daughters
and ﬁve grandchildren.
Over 250 people attended a Memorial Service at Nether
Wallop on 9th November; a ﬁtting tribute to a great
character and family man.
It was truly a privilege to have known and rung with
Fred for the past twenty years. He will be greatly missed.
Carol and Ken Waller
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Quarter Peals Rung to Celebrate the Life of Fred Mouland
9th November 2004

2nd November 2004

26th November 2004

Nether Wallop

Nether Wallop

Lockerley

1260 Grandsire Doubles

1296 Cambridge Surprise Minor

1260 Grandsire Doubles

1. Paul Myers

4. Lionel Clarke

1. Ken Waller

4. Joanne Waller

1. Rosemary Oakeshott

4. Jen Churchill

2. Carol Waller

5. Jonathan Waller

2. Carol Waller

5. Ben Waller

2. Joy Scanlon

5. Ken Waller (C )

6. Colin Brice

3. Jonathan Waller

6. Andrew Palk (C )

3. Carol Waller

6. Mike Hayward

3. Ken Waller (C )
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Concluding A History Of Winchester
Cathedral Bell-Ringing
This is the ﬁnal instalment of the story of the life and times of Wilfred Andrews, tower captain at
Winchester Cathedral from 1899 to his death in 1949.
(The ﬁrst two appeared in Guild News in 2003 and the third in September 2004)

A

t the outbreak of the Second World
War, although Andrews had noted
in his distinctive spidery hand-writing
that ‘practices had been discontinued’,
ringing continued for Sunday services,
the Kings Accession (11 December) and
birthday (14 December), Christmas
and New Year 1940. The last Guild
event was the annual District meeting
held on 6 January 1940, when thirteen
visitors were recorded, including A
Patrick Cannon and Rev (later Canon)
K W Felstead, both names well known
in post-war ringing circles. On 14 June
Andrews noted in red ink

to the stipendiary list. He joined the
Woking Temperance Band when only
8 years old and by the time of his death
had recorded 72 years’ membership of
In April 1941 he represented the band
the Ancient Order of Foresters, achievat the funeral at Hyde church of anoth- ing the rank of Chief Ranger. He was
er stalwart in the tower, W H Loveland. foundry foreman at Vulcan Hydraulic
Loveland was already a ringer when,
Engineering Works (subsequently
aged 32, he and his family moved to
Green and Carter Ltd) at Kings Worthy.
Winchester in 1893, having learnt at
He is pictured overleaf in 1910. Active
Holy Trinity Guildford. However the
in trade union work and the Co-operaearliest record is on Queen Victoria’s
tive movement, he had been appointed
Diamond Jubilee board listing him as
to the Court of Referees when the Naa ‘supernumerary’ ringer in 1897, but
tional Insurance Act was brought into
when Edward VII’s coronation board
operation in 1912. An Old Volunteer
was prepared in 1902, he had advanced for the Surrey Regiment, he was the
‘Order in Council received prohibiting
entirely ringing of church bells except by
military or police as a notiﬁcation of the
landing of enemy troops by air’
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ﬁrst in Winchester to volunteer as a War Special Constable
in 1914, and lost two of his ﬁve sons in the First World War,
one dying, like Charles Russell junior, while a prisoner of war
in Turkey. It does appear that due to inﬁrmity he was unable
to ring on the new bells, and it is particularly poignant that,
having been appointed a Justice of the Peace for Winchester
City since 1922, his last recorded ring, in his seventy ﬁfth
year, was one of the very last on the old bells on 3 July 1936
‘for the Judges’ Service’.
Andrews notes on Christmas Day 1942, ‘Bells permitted
from 9.00am to 12 noon’. On 11 January 1943, he was in
St Maurice’s church for another funeral, this time of Charles
Russell Snr. The Hampshire Chronicle reported (15 January) on his ‘56 years of faithful service and as captain of that
tower for many years,
and also as a member
of the cathedral band
since 1891’. Russell
had also served the
Guild as District
Secretary. He had
worked for nine years
on the Cathedral,
ﬁtting lightning conductors when they
were ﬁrst introduced,
and placing statues
in the great screen.
He had also undertaken repair work at
the Hospital of St Cross. Subsequently he found work as a
painter. He was also a member and past oﬃcer of the Industry of Hants Lodge of Oddfellows. The paper concluded ‘Mr
G Noice and Miss Noice stood by the coﬃn and rang 120
changes of Grandsire Doubles on sweet toned handbells’.
On 24 April 1943, Andrews notes in red that ‘Government
has raised war time ban on ringing of bells’, and the following day, Easter Day, ‘Cancellation of ban to be used for
church services and other appropriate occasions’. The ﬁrst of
these was only three weeks later, when, on 16 May he records
‘Special ringing for Tunisian victory’. Again on 24 August
1944, the bells were rung for the ‘Liberation of Paris (on 23
August)’. During the war the Visitors book records a steady
stream of interested people who climbed the belfry stairs (and
quite probably to the roof where an ARP post was situated),
including a number of servicemen from overseas. These give
some indication of the tremendous build up of men and
munitions that was taking place along the South Coast in the
build up to the D-Day landings in June 1944. In July 1943
there was Waldo HH Emmilio Major AC AVS 8th Fighter
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Command; in September Cpl H Grove from Winchester,
Virginia, Ann Stromae from Detroit and Hilda Fall from Toronto; in March 1944 Pvte Dwayne Brubaker; in July there
were ﬁve more Americans, and in October another three.
Alongside all the traditional observances, the bells were rung
half-muﬄed on 15 April 1945 for the funeral of President
Roosevelt, with ‘whole pull and stand’ sixty-three times. On
6 May the ‘Cessation of hostilities’ was celebrated ‘all 10 plus
visitors from the College – ﬁring on 12’. Again on 7 May,
VE Day, the twelve bells were ﬁred and Grandsire Caters
rung. On 10 May, there was further celebratory ringing when
the Channel Islands (part of the Winchester Diocese) were
freed. The total number of visitors during this period was as
follows:- 1943 – 47; 1944 – 79; 1945 – 75; 1946 – 71; 1947
– 122 (including a party of six French and Edgar P Andrews
from Kampala Ceylon – a relative perhaps?).
No opportunity was lost to ring loyally, and on 20 November
1947, Andrews notes that following the marriage of HRH
Princess Elizabeth and the Duke of Edinburgh,
‘at 5.35pm, the time arranged for their arrival at Winchester
SR Station before proceeding to Romsey for their honeymoon, a Royal Salute 3 x 21’s with Queen’s, and 484 Grandsire Caters [was rung].’
On 22 November, only the second peal on the new bells was
achieved, of 5040 Kent Treble Bob Maximus conducted by C
H Kippin from the tenor in 3 hours 48 minutes. Sadly given
the age and reduced abilities of the cathedral band, none
participated in what was the ﬁrst peal of Treble Bob Maximus
in Hampshire, and for the Guild, the band comprising:1

Marcia Marshallsay

Bournemouth

7

Kenneth W Felstead

2

J Frank Smallwood

Ealing

8

Walter C Rose

Southampton
Eling

3

FredK W Housden

Wanstead

9

William E Shearer

Ringwood

4

Daniel J Matkin

Bournemouth

10

Ernest F Salmon

Bishopstoke

5

Thomas M Francis

London

11

Philip A Corby

Forest Hill

6

Reginald A Reed

North Stoneham

12

Charles H Kippin

Southampton

Although never a member of the cathedral band, one local
ringer, Reg Reed appears in both peals. Taught by George
Williams at North Stoneham, Reg went on to become
captain there in 1951. It was in recognition of Reed’s unique
contribution therefore, both to the ringing history of the
Cathedral and the Guild that, after his death, the Cathedral
bells were pealed so that the sound could carry across the
water meadows as his ashes were scattered on the banks of the
Itchen at St Cross in September 2003.
In September 1945 Andrews wrote to the Ringing World
following a front page article on the ﬁring of bells on royal
occasions, that this ‘had become almost a dead letter in many
districts’. He stressed that this practice was continued at Winchester ‘for royal anniversaries, ‘V’ days - 7th &
8th May and 15th August [1945]’ He mentioned
that it was William George who had introduced
‘whole pull and stand’ with bells half-muﬄed,
the last occasion being the funeral of President
Roosevelt. He described the Royal Salute as being
‘21 ‘ﬁrings’ thrice repeated with approximately the
same number of queen’s changes between is used
for royal birthdays and anniversaries, the leading
being done by the tenor’.
Andrews’ continues to record belfry activities until
June 1949, including the usual special ringing for
the birthdays of Princess Elizabeth in April and
Queen Mary in June. A note by vice-captain Wil-
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liam Lampard, recording the ringing for Miss Vernon’s wedding on 16 July, records that Wilfred Andrews was absent and
very ill. With the next entry he noted that Andrews passed
away on 22 July 1949 and that at his funeral on 27 July, the
Cathedral’s twelve bells were rung half muﬄed at 7.00pm by
ten stipendiary ringers and two honorary members. Andrews
had ﬁrst rung at the cathedral on 6 January 1892 and during
those ﬁfty-seven years he had been captain for ﬁfty of them.
Throughout his life he had spent many weekday evenings
training and encouraging young ringers in local towers. There
is ample testimony in District minutes of his support to local
bands, and during his thirty year correspondence with Snow-

dens, the bellringing book publishers, there is ample evidence
not only of his continuing interest in providing training
manuals for them, but also his reluctance to part with more
cash than he absolutely had to! In 1909 Wm Snowden had
agreed a twopence in the shilling discount (16%) for the
quantity ordered, and his successors were regularly reminded
by Andrews of this, for as he reminded his correspondent
once, ‘most of the books bought are given to young lads
with very little pocket money’. This frugality was no doubt
honed through periods of ﬁnancial pressure. Andrews’ business survived through the worst of the depression. He was
competing with ﬁve other mineral water suppliers in the city,
and wasted nothing. Most of the carbon copies
of his bellringing correspondence were typed on
promotional letters he had received from potential
suppliers, and these give a fascinating insight into
other aspects of his business.
But as to his contribution to the Exercise, his
obituary notes that ‘even towards the end of his
life, he could still bring such grace and ease of
action to the physical side of the art [of bell-ringing] that it marked him out as a real master of
his craft’. There are few members of the Guild
today who remember him, but as his letter in last
March’s issue conﬁrmed, Geoﬀ Dodd still remembers an early visit to the Cathedral tower during
Andrew’s tenure as captain. Jack King, who joined
the band in 1946, recalls that even in his seventies,
Andrews remained the undisputed leader of his
team, and if a ringer was in error during a touch
he would think nothing of jumping oﬀ the box of
the eleventh while still ringing his bell and striding
towards the miscreant shouting the appropriate
correction..
Today’s ringers would do well not to forget such
strictures, for there remains a permanent reminder
of his legacy, in the ﬁne painting (left) of Andrews
by Guild Treasurer, William Linter, in the Cathedral ringing chamber, (completed after Andrew’s
death from photographs), which somehow captures that drive for high ringing standards, with a
quiet pride in the role he had selﬂessly undertaken
week in, week out, for half a century, alongside
a sense of humour and enjoyment in a lifelong
passion.
A Winchester Bellringer
© Colin Cook 2003

Channel Islands Ringing Festival 2005
125 UK visitors have now booked through Travelsmith,
and I am aware of another couple of dozen who are
making their own arrangements. The one activity which is
almost full is the Alderney-Jersey ringing tour. 103 places
have been booked out of a maximum possible of 116.
Visitors still interested will need to book quickly through
Travelsmith (phone 01621 784666 and quote reference
C098), or be disappointed!
The ringing times for Guernsey towers during the Festival,

other than during the ofﬁcial tours, are now being drawn
up, and will be published as soon as they are agreed
with the local ringers and incumbents. These will consist
largely of a combination of practice nights and Sunday
service ringing.
It is not too late to decide to visit the Channel Islands for
all or part of the Festival, either through Travelsmith or by
making own arrangements.
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The First Annual Meeting

A

fter the formation of the Guild in 1879, the ﬁrst Annual Meeting took place in a pub in Basingstoke on
Thursday 15th July 1880. The initial title of our Guild,
“Winchester Diocesan Guild of Ringers” appears on the
pamphlet, issued in 1879 by the “Temporary Committee of
Management”, Mr. G. H. Barnett, Rev. C. H. Lacon, Rev.
F. T. Madge, Rev. H. A. Spyers, Rev. H. J. Sumner and the
Secretary Rev. Arthur du Boulay Hill. This pamphlet contains names of 52 members attached to the seven “Bands
in Union” (Farnham, Godalming, Hursley, Southampton
St. Michael, Weybridge, Winchester and Yateley) and the
names of 51 members unattached to bands. Finally it contains the programme for the “First Annual Meeting”:
“12.30 Short service at the Parish Church, with a sermon
by Canon Wilberforce.
1.30 Dinner for Members and their Friends. Tickets 2s
6d. (12½p)
At the conclusion of Dinner the General Meeting of the
Guild will be held, for the reception of the Secretary’s
Report, the Election of Oﬃcers, and other business.
The Steeple of the Parish Church (by permission of the
Vicar) will be open to Members of the Guild at 11.30,
and during the Afternoon. [8 bells, tenor about 15 cwt.]
If there be a suﬃcient number of Ringers, conveyances
will be provided to take parties to Steeples in the neighbourhood. [Sherﬁeld, 6 bells, tenor 9 cwt.]
Return Tickets, at Single Fares, will be issued by the
L. and S. W. Railway, if application be made for them
through the Hon. Sec. of the Guild before July 8th.
The Fares (3rd. Class) of Performing Members, who shall
apply to the Secretary before July 8th, will be defrayed by
the Guild (as far as funds permit)
A. Du B Hill,
Hon. Sec.”
In February, Ruth and I paid our monthly visit to Hampshire Record Oﬃce in Winchester. The lunchtime lecture,
entitled “The Parish Pump”, concerned the information one
can obtain from issues of Parish Magazines, many of which
are stored in their archives. Quite by chance the lecturer
mentioned, as an example, those of Basingstoke dating
back to 1860. In the search room that afternoon I ﬁlled in a
request slip for these, only to be told there were 81 diﬀerent
items, and you can only book three at a time! Alas, none
of them had dates on the bound covers so I had to order
randomly. On the fourth attempt, at 1600 hrs., one of the
three was for August 1880 (46M74/PZ29), with a mention
of bells:
Page 6.
“The Winchester Diocesan Guild of Ringers
This Guild, which has been formed, under the patronage
of the Bishop, Dean and Archdeacons, for the promotion of good Church-bell-ringing, held its ﬁrst Festival
at Basingstoke on Thursday, July 15th., and though the
traditional rain-fall of St. Swithun’s Day did not fail to
make its usual mark, the gathering was on the whole very
successful. Church-bells and Hand-bells proclaimed the
Page 6

occasion throughout the day, and members of the Guild
dined pleasantly together at the Red Lion. Mr. Lacon, to
whom we owe the improvement of our own Bells, was
present, as was another former Curate, Mr. Howard.”
(Earlier it was stated that Mr. Lacon had just vacated the
Curacy and had been appointed Vicar of Wangford. This
item also explains the identity of Rev. C. H. Lacon in 1879
listed in our “Temporary Committee of Management”
above.
The Annual Meeting of the Guild on Saturday 2nd July
2005, in Guernsey, takes place 125 years later. It is only the
124th Meeting since during World War II the government
ordered a ban on the sounding of church bells. Thus the
94 attending to celebrate the Guild’s Diamond Jubilee at
the A.G.M. on Saturday 1st. July 1939 in Ryde, would not
meet again until Saturday 6th September 1941 in Winchester. The 55 attending heard that augmentations at Shedﬁeld
and Steep had been completed during those dark days, that
Guild membership had reduced from 686 to 420, and they
agreed unanimously to invest £80 of the Guild’s funds of
£237 in War Savings. Alas, they were unable to ring on any
bells that year.
A famous bell historian, the late Bill Cook wrote a series of
very informative articles about this period of our history.
It has taken me some time to locate them, since they appeared in “The Ringing World” during the 1980s. To give a
summary:1940 Thursday 13th June. A “Control of Noise Defence
Order” was issued by the Ministry of Home Security.
It ordered a total ban on the sounding of church bells
except as an invasion warning.
1940 Sunday 16th June. “….for the ﬁrst time for more
than a thousand years, not a single church bell was heard
anywhere in the land. …”
As Bill Cook then comments, no prior warning had been
given of this ban and in many towers bells had been left
“up”. There was no possibility of ringing them “down”
1942 Sunday 15th November. The well-known ringing
to mark the victory at El Alamein.
1942 Friday 25th December. At very short notice, Mr.
Attlee (Lord Privy Seal), granted permission to ring
church bells for Christmas morning. Because of the short
notice not a great deal of ringing could be arranged.
1943 Wednesday 21st April. The Prime Minister, Mr.
Winston Churchill, announced that
“…. Church bells can now be rung on Sundays and other
special days in the ordinary way to summon worshippers
to church. …”
1943 Early in June (No date speciﬁed). The ban on
ringing for weddings, funerals, practice nights etc. was
lifted. (On page 599 of the 2003 “Ringing World”, Geoﬀ
Dodds states that it was Sunday 6th June)
Derek Jackson - 06 March 2005
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The Town Church Clock Bell
In 1736, when the Town Church bells were recast at Glategny, the area round the church was very diﬀerent. The outside
of the building is little changed, but houses pressed closer
on three sides, and the little space remaining was occupied
by markets, meat on the north, and ﬁsh to the south-west
(where the garden outside the tower door is now). Inside the
church, however, galleries occupied much of the available
space, and the north aisle and transept were ﬂoored over to
provide accommodation for the Ecclesiastical Court upstairs,
and the Militia Cannon and ﬁre engines below. To the south
of the ﬁsh market was the cemetery, bounded on the west by
Cornet Street, and on the south by the ﬂight of steps which
led down to the beach. In the cemetery was the Beﬀroi, a
building belonging to the parish and used as a store, which
had originally been the cemetery chapel.
When the church spire had been rebuilt between 1716 and
1723, ten gentlemen lent the parish a total of 1050 Livres
Tournois, which was eventually repaid out of the parish
income. When the bells were recast in 1736, the money was
raised by erecting even more galleries in the church, and selling the seats. The relevant church records start at around this
time, probably owing to a change in parish administration.
There are records of Decisions of the Chefs de Familie, and
also the churchwardens’ accounts, which were ﬁrst recorded
in a book in 1736. From the various books and other contemporary records, a chronology of the recasting can be built
up.
On May 19th, 1736, the Chefs de Familie decided that
the bells should be recast, and that the Rector and Churchwardens should treat with the Brocards, bellfounders from
Lorraine. A price of 766 Livres Tournois was agreed, and was
paid on October 20th. As well as this amount, the churchwardens had to pay for various other things including 500
bricks, tin and its carriage from the King’s Weights to the
foundry, obsolete French coins as scrap metal, wood for the
ﬁre, a piece of elm for the wheels, leather, candles, for blocking up the door at the foot of the tower stairs and making
a new one, for the hire of a kitchen to make and cook the
moulds for the cannons, for ﬁlling in the casting pits afterward, and various other expenses.
Jean Baptiste Brocard set to work, built a furnace in Mr
Barbe’s land at Glategny, dug pits, and made the moulds for
casting twelve bells. Eight of these were for the ring of eight
for the Town Church, which were cast on August 16th. Three
more were the bells of St Martin’s, cast on Saturday September 25th for 2551t. The twelfth bell was the clock bell for the
Town Church. No record appears to have survived recording
its weight or the date of its casting, though by its date and
inscription, and from the church records, it must have been
cast at the same time. The new bells were ringable by October
16th, so one must assume that the clock bell had been cast
and hung by this time.
There is a problem in sorting out the chronology of the inside
of the tower, because of the lack of detailed records. It seems
that the most likely sequence of events was:

Uncertain date Clock
16??
Ring of eight bells installed in a new frame. Clock
room ﬂoor installed or raised.
1721
New Spire.
1736
Bells and clock bell recast. Bells hung in old frame.
Clock bell hung in cot outside spire
1783
New Clock, with faces.
1787
Beﬀroi demolished. Old clock weights sold.
1913
New bells.
The question remaining to be answered is, was the predecessor of the 1785 clock (and its bell) ever housed not in the
church but in the Beﬀroi? The clock bell had a predecessor,
for striking bells was what clocks did, and the inscription says
“refondue et augmentee”, which is presumably where the new
tin and old coins went. The name of the building suggests
a connection with clocks or bells, for that is what similarlynamed buildings on the continent have. The fact that the
building was no longer needed once the new clock was
installed in the tower, and that the old clock weights could be
sold, suggests that this was the case but is not proof.
The frame of the clock bell having given cause for concern,
the cot was supported on scaﬀolding in Oct 2003, and in
September 2004 the bell was lifted down by crane, placed
on a pallet, cleaned of massive amounts of pigeon droppings,
and placed in the church near the font. This means that it
can be closely examined and its inscription read in full for the
ﬁrst time. When examined by Tyssen in 1907, Fred Sharpe in
1952, and J David in 1963 the lettering was clear and easily
readable through the clock hammer hole in the spire — not
that much could be read as most of the inscription was
around the other side of the bell. However in the last forty
years the inscription has become seriously degraded, probably
because of the pigeon droppings, and some of it is illegible,
though further cleaning may help. The best reading at present
is:
(Top line)
CE TIMBRE A .. [ REFONDUE ET ] AUGMENTE LAN
DE GRACE 1736 PAR LE SONS DE MESSRS SAMUEL
DOBREE DANIEL DE LISLE CURATEURS LE QUEL
AVOIT
(Lower Line)
.. PAR MESSRS.. FAIT ...IOHN FAUTRAT & IOHN .[..
VAN..RI..O..RS] LES IEAN BAPTISTE BROCARD FONDEURS LORRAIN MONT FAIT
The bell has a diameter of 44 inches and probably weighs
about 15cwt. It was cast with only the four paired canons.
The bell appears to be relatively short, probably cast that
shape because of its intended use as a clock bell. It also seems
to have been cast without a crown staple, as a clapper would
not be necessary in a clock bell hung dead (though Big Ben
was provided with a clapper).
John David - ‘Les Cloches des Îsles’
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Andover District’s Activities
Over The Past Year

o sum up the Andover District’s fortunes over the past
year would be a diﬃcult task for anyone to undertake “It
ebbs and Flows” would be a good summing up. With one ten
bell tower, ﬁve eights, eleven sixes one ﬁve and only one ringable four, two ringable three’s (the others are either on levers
or unsafe to ring), it holds its own with other bigger Districts
entering both the eight bell contest at Hawkley and the ten
bell one at Hursley. Yes we came last at both but the main
thing was that we entered, and leading them into the fray at
Hursley and ringing ﬁrst I was proud of them every man jack
and our two ladies, and this was the ﬁrst time that we had all
rung together as a team.
And what of the rest of the year in a District that is about
16 miles long and ten miles wide? Well we rang a few peals,
mostly Minor, one at Amport was in twenty one methods
and lost two in twenty seven methods. We don’t meet often
enough I felt the reason could be. Will it be third time lucky?
Who knows but we try, and I for my part have rung more
Quarter Peals this year than ever before, with a number of
methods with I CANT BELIEVE ITS NOT Yorkshire ,
Real Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, New Cambridge and ordinary
Cambridge and only Pudsey and Rutland left to go in the
series although we could probably ﬁnd a few more. No I did
not invent them, the ﬁrst peal was rung in a York tower only
it was not Yorkshire but the Royal version known as Neville
ﬁrst rung at Thatcham, it wont run true to Major only with
the 7-8 places at the back, all very technical but easy when
explained.
The turn out at Winchester after the one at Bishopstoke was
exceptional. We only get the Cathedral bells once a year in
August although they are very generous with Quarter Peal
attempts; a number of us had a go on the 35cwt tenor and
made a good job of it. My guess of a turn out of sixty may
have been on the low side in such a large Belfry, and the
bonus for the change ringers above Plain Hunt was the four
leads of Grandsire Caters at the end, not all our District
members as some of the Cathedral ringers assisted us. With
others that stood out we could have probably managed
Cinques but it would not have been as good as the Caters on
bells of this size. Stick to what you know.
Our Outing this year Gill Gardner of Kingsclere arranged,
and even the ardent tower grabbers were satisﬁed, with two
new towers. One who shall be nameless had only a Chime of
ﬁve in Wiltshire to add to his enormous total of 3000. With
an Ellacombe Chiming Apparatus we all had a chime and a
prize of a small bell was awarded to the best chimer, he won
it and it takes pride of place on his Sideboard.
Whether this went into the tower book we shall never know
but if he is so desperate for towers then Hurstbourne Tarrant
with its unusual rope circle or even nearer Inkpen, a ringable
three made into a chime of six, they all count one.
The District Outing was ﬁxed in Warwickshire with Warwick
the farthest point, we also visited Peter Border’s old tower,
Barford, a former ring of three now a six. Yes we had enough
ringers to ring Cambridge and Yorkshire on the eights and
London and Norwich on the sixes, and on the one ﬁve a
superb touch of Stedman with most of the Waller family taking part. It was certainly the standard of Doubles experts that
ringing.
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A Peal of Cambridge was rung at Hurstbourne Priors on 24th
July with ﬁve District ringers taking part. This enabled Geoﬀ
to Conduct Cambridge in all three of the Bourne Valley towers, thank you Philip for allowing me to do it, a bit old in the
tooth to do this much longer as the years begin to take their
toll.
One ﬁnal note, the death of Fred Mouland of Nether Wallop
in November came as a sad shock to us all; I was in Fred’s
attempt of Bob Major that failed two courses from the end at
New Alresford in the early ﬁfties. He never tried for another.
The church was overﬂowing for the Funeral, and immediately
following a Quarter Peal of Cambridge Surprise Minor was
rung at Nether Wallop with ﬁve of the Waller family and
Andrew Palk conducting; whilst at Highclere in the evening a
second Quarter Peal of Cambridge Surprise Minor was rung
to Fred’s memory with the 5 and 6 rung by Geoﬀ Dodd and
Colin Hares both close friends of Fred over the years having
been at the Funeral earlier on. Quarter Peals of Grandsire
Doubles were also rung at Nether Wallop earlier in the week
and at Lockerley.
The Andover District goes on towards its eightieth Anniversary in three years time with plenty of young blood to relieve us
oldies and I am sure they will celebrate this one in the same
way as we did the fortieth one, with a Dinner in February
where the District was formed. Who knows a peal at Whitchurch may celebrate this event as our ancestors did so many
years ago entrusting us with the upkeep of the bells and to
pursue the Art of Change Ringing as our rules so clearly state.
Geoff Dodd

Assistance Wanted.
I have a Stand booked at the R.W. Roadshow
which is to be held in Newbury on September
10th this year. I will be showing my Quarter
Peal record cards and also abridged
transcripts of Gillett & Johnston’s foundry
records. From previous experience, this
will need two people. If there is anyone
who is interested and prepared to commit
themselves to a long hard day please e-mail
me at aaj.buswell@btinternet.com. Prior
knowledge of the records is not necessary,
an introduction to them and to the foundry
records can be given nearer the time. Work
involved will be in transporting (by car) and
setting up, a display stand and arranging the
table with a ﬁling cabinet and the G&J ﬁles.
The start to the day is anticipated to be 6am.
This is not to be an excuse for a free day out
at the show. Still interested...? All enquires
will be acknowledged in due course - Thanks.
Alan Buswell.
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Guild Diary 2005
Date
April 02
April 04
April 06

Org
A&P
AND
C&S

Event
Easter Chime
District Practice
Hartless Shield striking
competition
Practice
Meeting

April 07
April 09

WIN
A&P

April 13
April 16
April 16
April 16
April 16
April 28
April 30
May 02
May 02
May 03
May 07
May 07

Guild
A&P
BAS
Guild
POR
A&P
A&P
A&P
POR
AND
A&P
WIN

May 11
May 18
May 21
May 21
May 26
May 28
May 28
May 31
June 02
June 04
June 04

POR
Guild
BAS
POR
A&P
A&P
POR
POR
AND
A&P
C&S

June 04

Guild

June 07
June 08
June 11
June 15
June 18
June 18

AND
WIN
A&P
Guild
A&P
AND

Mid Monthly Meeting
Guild Education Day
Meeting
Education Day
Meeting
Daytime ringing
Surprise Practice
Alton Outing
Outing
District Practice
Special Practice
Meeting & Striking
Competition
Practice
Mid Monthly Meeting
Practice
District Education Day
Daytime ringing
Surprise Practice
Special Practice
Practice
District Practice
Special Practice
Meeting with walkabout
quiz and afternoon tea
6+8bell Striking
Competition
Practice
Practice
10bell Practice
Mid Monthly Meeting
District Outing
Striking Contest

June 18
June 18
June 20

BAS
POR
POR

Practice
10bell practice
Practice

June 23
June 25
June 30

A&P
A&P
CI

July 02
July 02
July 02

CI
Guild
Guild

July 07
July 07
July 09

AND
POR
A&P

Daytime ringing
Surprise Practice
3rd Channel Islands
Ringing Festival
Festival Dinner
Guild AGM
Inter-District 8-bell
striking competition
District Practice
Practice
Meeting

July 13
July 14
July 16
July 23

Guild
WIN
BAS
A&P

Mid Monthly Meeting
Practice
Meeting
District BBQ

Venue
Kingsclere
Fawley
Easton
West Meon /
Warnford

Rotherwick
Droxford

Nether Wallop
Lockerley &
E.Tytherley
Wickham
Yateley

Alverstoke
Portsea
Tangley
Brockenhurst

Upper Clatford
Romsey
Farnham

Thruxton
Draw 5 p.m.
Baughurst
E Meon
Bishops
Waltham

CI - 30/6 - 3/7
Guernsey
Guernsey
Guernsey
Upper Clatford
Netley
Liss / West
Liss
East Tytherley

Date
July 23

Org
POR

July 28
July 30
August 03

A&P
A&P
AND

Event
Meeting, BBQ & Striking
Competitions
Daytime ringing
Surprise Practice
District Practice

August 06
August 10
August 13

A&P
A&P
WIN

Special Practice
District Practice
Meeting & BYO Picnic

August 17
August 17
August 20
August 22

Guild
POR
BAS
POR

Mid Monthly Meeting
Practice
Practice
Practice

August 24
August 25
August 27
August 27
August 31
September 03
September 03
September 03

C&S
A&P
A&P
POR
WIN
A&P
C&S
Guild

September 03

POR

September 05

WIN

Practice
Daytime ringing
Surprise Practice
Special Practice
Practice
Special Practice
Meeting
Inter-district Junior
Striking Competition
Inter-District Junior
Striking Competition
Practice - 7:15-8:15

September 07
September 10
September 10
September 14
September 17
September 17

AND
POR

September 17
September 17

CI
Guild

ADM
Essex Inter-Guild Striking
Competition Trophy

September 22
September 24
September 24
September 24

AND
A&P
C&S
IOW

September 24
September 24
September 29
September 29
October 01
October 01
October 03
October 05
October 07
October 08

POR
WIN
A&P
C&S
A&P
BAS
WIN
POR
AND
A&P

District Practice - 10 bell
Surprise Practice
Outing - city walkabout
Striking competition &
meeting
Dinner
District Outing
Daytime ringing
“Invitation” Training day
Special Practice
Outing
Practice - 7:15-8:15
Practice
District Practice
Meeting

October 12
October 15
October 15

Guild
A&P
BAS

Mid Monthly Meeting
Skittle evening
Meeting

October 15

C&S

October 15

POR

Hinton Trophy striking
competition + social
Meeting
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Guild
A&P
BAS

District Practice
District Education Day
RW Roadshow
Mid Monthly Meeting
10bell Practice
Practice

Venue
Catherington

Winchester
Cathedral
Winchester
Sherﬁeld
English
Winchester
Wolverton
Bishops
Waltham
Winchester

Catherington
Winchester
TBA
TBA

Brown
Candover
Burghclere
Newbury
East Meon
Sherﬁeld on
Loddon
Isleworth
hosted by the
Middlesex CA
Whitchurch
Oxford
Shorwell &
Shanklin
London Area

Broughton
Upham
Longparish
Bentworth /
Froyle

Overton/
Laverstoke
Sopley
Shedﬁeld
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Date
October 22
October 22
October 22

Org
C&S
Guild
POR

Event
Junior Ringers’ Day
Education Day
10bell practice

October 27
October 29
November 01
November 05
November 05
November 12

A&P
A&P
AND
A&P
A&P
WIN

Daytime ringing
Surprise Practice
District Practice
Party Chime
Quarter Peal Fortnight
Meeting & Education Day

November 19
November 19

A&P
BAS

Guild Education Day
Practice

November 19
November 19
November 19

C&S
Guild
Guild

Quarter Peal Weekend
BRF Trustees
Executive Committee

Venue

Portsmouth
Cathedral

Highclere

Bishopstoke &
TBA
Sherborne S
John

Keith Reynolds 1946-2005

A

quiet and unassuming man is how most of his friends would
describe Keith Reynolds but he was much more. When I
found the climb among the bells at Highclere was getting too
much he oﬀered to do my steeple keeping for me and it was not
idle talk. Having ﬁrst collected them from Stroud in Gloucestershire he ﬁtted stays, no easy task with the toggles to take into
account on the top of the stay meaning he would make several
trips up and down the steep ladder until he had got it right.
Always ready to share his expertise, lend a helping hand or just
oﬀer a little word of support or encouragement when it was
needed Keith was a man of generous spirit.
I rang in his ﬁrst peal at Woolton Hill, which was also the ﬁrst
for his wife Sue. It was Mixed Doubles, conducted by Helen
Piper, it also being her ﬁrst as conductor. They were conﬁdent
enough of the result to order food at the Red House for seven
as son David joined us afterwards and there was more than we
could manage.
Keith rang one more peal at Kingsclere, the ﬁrst on the newly rehung bells in September 1998. He kept a steady pace throughout never wavering, allowing us to get the rhythm right, even
though the tenor was not an easy bell to ring.
It was at Whitchurch on November 1st that I last saw Keith after
he rang the tenor to a Quarter Peal of ‘Grandsire Caters’ (his ﬁrst
on ten bells) for the Patronal Festival Service. This was to be his
last Quarter Peal. Another was rung in celebration of his life on
Sunday 20th February.
There were a great number of ringers present at the funeral as
well as many friends from both Whitchurch and Kingsclere. The
music group of which he was a member played in place of the
organ including rather appropriately, as Keith was a Yorkshireman, the theme from ‘Last of the Summer Wine’. The ringers
played their part with ‘Grandsire Caters’ and ‘Rounds’ before the
service and ‘Stedman Caters’ afterwards.
His fellow Kingsclere ringers rang a Quarter Peal of ‘Plain Bob
Triples’ at Kingsclere in the evening, the choice of method being
appropriate as this was the ﬁrst he rang there himself. All the
‘Cleres were represented with Mike Goss ringing the tenor at a
slow pace – no rushing – just as Keith would have liked it.
We would like to think Keith that you were listening and
approved of our ringing the bells that you and I and others
removed and re-hung so that future generations could enjoy
them. Yes you left your mark on Kingsclere in so many ways as
the large congregation at Whitchurch can testify.
The world you left behind is the poorer for your passing.

Date
November 19
November 24
November 26
November 26
December 01
December 03
December 03
December 03
December 03
December 08
December 10
December 10
December 13
December 17
December 22
December 27

Event
Education Day
Daytime ringing
Surprise Practice
Special Practice
District Practice
10bell Practice
Carol Service
10bell practice
Carol Service
Practice
Special Practice
Dinner
Practice
Practice
Daytime ringing
Surprise Practice

Venue

Curdridge
East Meon
Christchurch
Fareham
Cheriton
Ropley
The Chequers
Soberton
Eversley

Two Mysteries
Elaborate Half Peal Board Removed From Wall. Why?
The unusual half peal varnished board two feet by 1’6” was found hidden
under one of the seats at Sherﬁeld on Loddon. Sensing a mystery I copied
the details out and challenge any of our Guild members to come up with the
answer, there is one I can only guess at, but do you know it? I believe all the
ringers must now be dead.
It reads as follows:St Leonards, Shefﬁeld on Loddon
On Saturday, June 24, 1967 in 1 hour and 30 minutes
A Half Peal 1260 Grandsire Doubles
J. J. Hill
C. Herridge
J. Chesterman
D. Howells
A. Taylor
C. Ostler
Conducted by C. Ostler
Rung to commemorate the 850th anniversary of the church

And now the mystery deepens. On the back of the board is written in large
black letters this was removed in 1976 because ringers present said it was untrue.
The answer is out there, someone living must know the answer.

Geoff Dodd
It does say Half Peal for 1260 changes ! Ed
Unsolved Mystery at Wickham
In 2001 The Wickham ringers decided it was time for a new set of bell ropes.
Their old set were, it is fair to say, well past their sell by date. The sallies were
faded and the ropes themselves had splices everywhere.
When the preferred rope maker was agreed, I remember that the ringers were
so excited about their forthcoming new ropes that they held an extraordinary
meeting to decide on what colour sallies to have.
They eventually decided on good old red, white & green, with terylene above
the sally. The advantage of this is that not only do the ropes last a lot longer
but the sallies don’t go up and down with the weather. The order was placed
with Ellis Ropes Ltd, and they waited for their new ropes to arrive.
They were ﬁtted in the summer of 2002, and met all expectations. Another
plus point about terylene ropes is that they are not like elastic when new, you
put the ropes on and although a bit stiﬀ at ﬁrst they handle very well indeed.
You can imagine my surprise when, just over 2 years later, I was informed
that their practice had been cancelled because their new ropes had perished.
It happened one Sunday morning when the bells were being raised. One
rope snapped on the ﬁrst pull, and all the others started to break strand by
strand! The weak area seemed to be around the rope hole in the ceiling.
The cause of the damage was unclear; could it be squirrels or even rats, or
was it something to do with the recent work carried out on the spire? Noone was able to put the blame on anyone or any thing.
The ropes were taken down and sent back to Ellis’s and complete new terylene tops were spliced on to the undamaged parts at a cost of over £100.
Now back in action, but the cause still remains a mystery. We can only hope
that it doesn’t happen again!

Geoff Dodd
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Org
Guild
A&P
A&P
POR
AND
A&P
C&S
POR
WIN
WIN
A&P
IOW
POR
BAS
A&P
A&P
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Steve Hough

Augmenting the Bells of Southampton,
Bitterne Park

A

s some of you may have heard of our plans, or read one
of the many leaﬂets distributed throughout the Guild
describing our project to augment the bells from the current
eight to a twelve; I decided to put pen to paper, or rather
ﬁngers to keys, to let you all know a little more about what is
going on. My intention in writing this article is to debate the
reasons for our project and the beneﬁt it will bring both to
ringers locally and throughout the Guild.
The Bells and Ringers of Bitterne Park
The bells at Bitterne Park were installed in 1957 when six
bells were transferred from St Maurice’s Church, Winchester,
when it became redundant. The project was undertaken by
Canon Felstead, with the support of the local community
and the Guild. They were augmented to eight with the addition of two new treble bells. The tenor was recast at this time
and a separate service bell added.
Three of the bells are of particular historical interest: the
5th bell was cast in 1380 by the Wokingham Bell Foundry,
making it over 600 years old! The 7th bell, cast at the same
foundry, dates back to 1420 and the 6th bell was cast by John
Wallis of Salisbury in 1603. All three bells have been in full
use ever since.
The active local band practise on a Tuesday night and ring
methods ranging from rounds and call changes through to
eight spliced major and more recently special novelty methods such as Coach and Horses S. Major and Yellow Brick
Road S. Major! We have 22 resident members of the local
band and plenty of regular visitors. We recently scored a local
band peal of Bristol S. Major and at the time of writing are
planning a local band Society of Royal Cumberland Youths
peal of Southampton S. Major. We encourage anyone to visit
either on practice night or for Service ringing (where we also
provide a Sunday Service band for St. Barnabas) and pride
ourselves on being a friendly and welcoming group of ringers.
Many ringers who have visited Bitterne Park will be aware of
the peculiar rope layout. When the bells were installed they
were hung in such a manner that the ropes fall in two lines of
four: 7,8,1,2 down the South wall of the tower and 3,4,5,6
down the North wall. The reason for this was to prevent the
ropes from obstructing the view of the West window. Having
this layout makes rope-sight very diﬃcult and any method
mistakes and striking errors are often caused by this irregular
rope arrangement.
Why Augment?
The local ringers have been planning an augmentation for
some years now and want to do the work for the following
reasons:

emphasis on recruiting and developing new ringers from the local
community, schools and youth groups.
To improve the standard of ringing for calling the congregation
to worship, celebrating marriages, events of national importance,
local and state occasions, on Remembrance Day and other times
of mourning.

Bitterne Park has an eﬀective variable sound control system which was recently installed to allow greater use of the
bells; since installation we have been granted two peal slots
per week! This inevitably means the bells will be extremely
accessible and the Guild would be welcome to have almost
unlimited use of them for educational and training purposes,
social events, length performances and meetings.
What works are involved?
Hayward Mills Associates will be carrying out the following
work at Bitterne Park:
Reconstructing and augmenting the frame to carry thirteen
change ringing bells in a conventional layout thus producing an
eﬀective rope circle – a ﬁrst for Bitterne Park!
Re-hanging the existing eight plus hanging four new treble bells
(to be cast at Taylors of Loughborough to Gillett & Johnston proﬁles) and retuned ﬂat 6th (current Sanctus bell) in the new frame.
Constructing and ﬁtting a new rope guide to carry all thirteen
ropes.
Re-hanging the Service bell in the North-west turret which is currently in a dangerous state.
Installing improved lighting into the ringing area.

Many ringers have commented on the light trebles and
wonder why we are not augmenting the tenors. The predicted
weights of the trebles are 2-0-4, 2-0-14, 2-1-0 and 2-1-14
respectively, and will be hung in such a manner that makes
them easier to handle than the current trebles of the eight
(which will be dealt with during re-hanging.) If we were to
add tenors to the ring, which is in Ab, we would need a tenor
bell in Db which would be approximately 30cwt. Despite the
tower collapsing at this stage, one would not be able to hear
or strike the current 2 ½ cwt trebles around such bells!
How will we raise the £35,000 required?
Fundraising is currently at an early stage; we have written to
small local businesses, Littlewoods Foundation for the Sports
and Arts, all ringing related trusts, as well as all the towers
within the Guild. Other ideas being considered include: a
barn dance, a beer festival, Revd. Sarah Chapman abseiling
down the church tower, sponsored church spring cleaning
and various concerts to be held in the church. We are, of
course, on the look out for other fundraising ideas and will
welcome your suggestions and the advice of those who have
been involved in raising money for similar schemes before.
To provide Southampton with a ring of twelve church bells, as
I hope this article has been useful and informative. Should
can be found in other cities of similar standing.
To provide a light and accessible ring of twelve bells for ringers of you have any questions or would like to know more about
the scheme, please contact myself on 07709012225 or
all abilities.
visit our website: www.bitternebells.cjb.net. May we all look
To promote and enhance public interest in the ancient art of
forward to ringing on the twelve bells of The Ascension very
campanology.
soon!
To provide a ring of twelve bells with easy (ground ﬂoor) access
for disabled ringers.
Mark Place
To create a twelve-bell ringing centre of excellence with particular (Photograph on back page - Ed)
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Guild Ofﬁcers
Guild Master - Andrew Craddock
Hon. General Secretary - Steve Castle Hon. Treasurer - Michael Bubb
Hon. Peal Recorder - Jonathon Hetherington Hon. Librarian and Archivist - Anthony P Smith
Hon. Report Editor - David Strong Minutes Secretary - Francis Mitchell
BRF Trustees - Mark Esbester (Portsmouth Diocese), Jack Walters (Winchester Diocese)
Central Council Representatives - Michael Church, Hugh Routh, Anthony P Smith,
Phil Watts and Mike Winterbourne
Independent Examiner - Peter Clarke

Monthly Practice Meetings

Alton and Petersﬁeld
There are special practices on the ﬁrst Saturday of each month, please contact the District Secretary for location. Please also
check with either:Roger Barber (01730) 827474 or Terry Collins (023) 9259 1334
to conﬁrm the A&P practices listed.
Basingstoke
There will normally be a district practice in the months when there is no other district event contact the District Secretary, Ben Constant (0118 9816016).
Christchurch and Southampton
1st Wednesday ~ Ringwood ~ 7.45-9.15: Surprise Major
2nd Monday ~ Christchurch ~ 8.00-9.00: 10 & 12 Bell Practice
2nd Wednesday ~ Lymington ~ 7:30-9:00: Call Changes & Doubles
2nd Friday ~ Southampton St Michael’s ~ 7:30-9:00: Surprise Royal
3rd Tuesday ~ Eling ~ 7:30-9:00: Major & Triples
3rd Wednesday ~ Sopley ~ 7:30-9:00: Advanced Minor
3rd Friday ~ Lymington ~ 7:30-9:00: Triples

The Church of the Ascension, Bitterne Park
Guild News is published approximately twice a year. Its aim is to improve communication between ringers in all parts of our
widespread Guild and to communicate the fun of ringing generally. It is distributed free via District Secretaries to all towers
in the Guild. Additional copies are available from the editor for £1.
Editor: David Forder, 4 Cranberry Close, Marchwood, Southampton, SO40 4YT.
Tel.. 023 8087 2399 Email news@wp-ringers.org.uk
Please send material for publication to the editor. Most articles will cover ringing and social activities in the Guild which
might be of general appeal to all ringers, accompanying photographs are most welcome and will be returned. The editor
reserves the right to edit as necessary.
Material for publication in the next issue of Guild News should reach the editor by 1st September 2005
Guild Web Site www.wp-ringers.org.uk

Page 12

W&P Newsletter March 2005

