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The Guild Has A New Master

A

t the AGM in June Andrew
Craddock of Hursley tower was
elected Guild Master in succession to
Barry Fry.
Andrew Craddock was taught to handle
a tower bell by Andrew C Bolton at St
George’s Church, Jesmond, Newcastle
upon Tyne in 1962. He scored his ﬁrst
peal, Plain Bob Minor “in hand” in
August 1963. In 1964, he was elected
Tower Captain, at the tender age of
16. A few years later he was elected
chairman of the Northern District of
the Durham & Newcastle D. A. and instituted a striking league to reverse the
decline in attendances at the monthly
district meetings.
Andrew started a ringing society called
“The Society of Youths” whilst a pupil
at Newcastle’s Royal Grammar School.
The Society of Youths managed to ring
several handbell peals as a result of the
weekly handbell practices.
Andrew married fellow Jesmond ringer,
Sue Alexander in 1974 and they have
two grown up daughters Zoe and Fiona
who were taught to ring at Bishopstoke
by Roy LeMarechal. Although not
ringing regularly, they can sometimes be
persuaded to help out when numbers
are down.
After a short time in Cheshire where
Andrew was Tower Captain at All
Saint’s, Marple, the Craddocks moved
south to Chandlers Ford where he
joined the Winchester Cathedral band
and Sue joined Bishopstoke. Andrew
was vice captain for a couple of years at
the Cathedral before both he and Sue
transferred allegiance to Hursley. He
was tower captain at Hursley for three
years in the early 1990’s.
He has been employed as a computer
programmer ever since leaving school
and put his programming skills to good
use in the late 1970’s and early 1980’s

when low cost computers
became available. Andrew
devised and developed
microSIRIL which
brought computerised peal
proving to the masses in
1983. A few years later he
developed TowerBase, a
database of towers, which
raised over £5,000 for
Bishopstoke’s augmentation from 8 to 10. In early
1989 Andrew was elected
Winchester District chairman, a position he held
for three years. In 1992
he was elected to be one
of the Guild’s Central
Council Representatives, a
position he held for twelve
years. Whilst on the Central Council, Andrew was
at various times a member
of the Admin Committee,
the Computer Coordination Committee (which
he chaired for four and a
half years), Publications
Committee and a Director of The Ringing World
Limited. He continues
to work closely with the
Peals Analysis Committee in helping
produce their annual statistics. And has
produced software to assist in the typesetting of the peal columns.
Whilst Andrew takes a keen interest in
the peal columns - he has produced the
annual leading peal ringers list every
year for The Ringing World since 1994
- his own peal total is fairly modest.
He’s not quite sure as he doesn’t keep
personal peal records but its probably
around 300 peals of which about half
have been rung “in hand”.
Andrew particularly enjoys striking
competitions and remembers with

pleasure being part of the W & P band
that won the Essex Trophy on 17th
September 1988. “It was a particularly good day as we rang a peal of 14
Spliced Surprise Royal in the morning.”
he says.
However, he considers the most important part of ringing to be Sunday
Service ringing. It’s what the bells are
there for and whilst all ringing activities
can be good fun nothing beats taking
part in a really good piece of ringing for
divine service.
We wish Andrew every success during
his term in oﬃce.

Steve Castle - General Secretary

O

n the resignation of Bob Cater, Steve Castle was appointed
General Secretary by the Executive Committee to serve until the
AGM. At that meeting he was elected to the position for the coming
triennial period.
Steve started to learn to ring in 1973 with the Romsey ringers,
handling lessons being at East Tytherley (mostly on the 5th). Ivor
Truman was tower captain and David Fallick his deputy. Both were
role models. His ﬁrst ringing outing, the following year, included
Overton, Newbury and Reading St Laurence.
His ﬁrst quarter, tenor to Plain Bob Doubles at Hursley, followed in
1976 and his ﬁrst peal a year later at Romsey.
For 3 years from 1977 Steve lived and rang in East London and in
1978 he had a vacation job at Whitechapel foundry.
A 7 year break in his ringing career followed. He returned to ringing
in 1990 and joined the Southampton City Centre band, where he
acted as Tower Secretary in 2000.
In 2003 Steve became steeplekeeper of St Mary’s, Southampton and
later in the year was foolish enough to ask who was taking over from
Bob Cater when he and Gail moved to Yorkshire. The rest as they say
is history!
Welcome to the job Steve.
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f you are a Guild/District Oﬃcer or
Tower Correspondent, you might like
to consider using a Guild email address.
It takes the form mytower@wp-ringers.
org.uk.
The technical term is an ‘alias’. I suppose it can best be described as a mail
forwarding system analogous to a PO
Box number. Any email sent to the
Guild address is received by the computers at the web site service provider
and forwarded automatically to the
recipient’s real address. The only person
who knows the link between the two is
myself.
The advantages are:For publication in the Guild Report or
on the web site, the true email address
is not revealed to the world at large.
The alias belongs to the tower/oﬃce. So
should the correspondent change the
alias can be made to point to a new address. Likewise if someone changes their
service provider. The tower/oﬃce email
address remains constant. If you would
like such a facility please email me at
admin@wp-ringers.org.uk.
Editor

A Message From The New Master

A

number of you have asked me
“Now that you are Guild Master,
what are going to do?”.
This is a good question and deserves a
full answer. The immediate reply is “listen”. Like one of my predecessors, Gilian Davis, I intend to visit every Guild
tower with a Sunday Service band. This
is not just to say hello and introduce
myself but to gain a ﬁrst hand appreciation of the state of ringing in the W
& P. I’m sure you will appreciate that
this will take quite a long time as there
are about 150 towers to visit. So please
don’t feel too disappointed (or relieved)
that I haven’t visited your tower yet.
Perhaps I should stress that these visits
are not “Ofsted” style inspections!
I’ve also started to meet each of the
Guild’s oﬃcers to ﬁnd out their aspirations and understand any diﬃculties
that they are experiencing. With a bit of
luck and sympathetic diaries we should

complete this by the end of 2004.
The W & P is a large Guild. Only the
Oxford Diocesan Guild, Yorkshire Association and Salisbury Diocesan Guild
have more members. The Winchester
District has more members than 22 of
the ringing societies aﬃliated to the
Central Council of Church Bell Ringers. Size brings both opportunities and
challenges. It is the task of the Guild
Oﬃcers to rise to the challenges and
exploit the opportunities to the beneﬁt
of the Guild.
Bob Cater frequently says that “the Guild
is the Districts”. I am sure he is right. The
vital work of the Guild is done at District
level. The Guild should and largely does
support the Districts by providing those
facilities that beneﬁt from the economies
of scale.
I’ve heard the claim that the most
important asset of the Guild is the Bell
Restoration Fund. Technically that is

true because the Guild doesn’t actually
“own” the bells and the ringers. But I
believe the bells and the ringers should
be the primary focus of the Guild’s
attention. Education and Restoration.
It sounds like a political mantra but I
think that’s what the Guild is about.
Whilst “The Guild is the Districts” is
true the person who is likely to have the
most inﬂuence on the health of ringing
at any tower is the Tower Captain. The
dedication, skill and personality of the
Tower Captain is crucial to the success
of any band. By success I don’t just
mean the standard of ringing but more
importantly the enjoyment of the whole
ringing experience.
Finally, but by no means least, the
Guild is its members - all of us who
ring on Sundays to call the faithful to
worship. We are the Guild. I’ll try not
to forget that over the next three years.
Andrew Craddock

Winchester Cathedral
School Leavers Days – June 2004

E

ach year, Winchester Cathedral’s
Education centre invites all the
Diocese’s Church Primary Schools to
send their ﬁnal year (Year 6) pupils for a
day’s learning about the Cathedral and
its activities, culminating in a ‘Leavers’
Day’ service. Over three days in June,
more than 1,600 children from 50
schools each took part in two morning ‘workshops’ split into groups of
no more than 20 pupils. An army of
cathedral volunteers organised activities
including brass-rubbing, calligraphy,
gargoyles, stone-carving, and tapestries,
but this year a new addition was the
provision of three types of bell-ringing
workshops.
These comprised (1) a trip up the
tower to the ringing chamber with an
opportunity to ring a muﬄed bell at
backstroke, ringing demonstration, and
quiz; (2) handbell ringing and learning
the principal of plain hunting; and (3)
an experience of the Lichﬁeld Diocesan
Mobile Belfry, installed on the Close
lawn, where children were shown how
to ring, given demonstrations and were
‘walked’ through plain hunting. All
these activities had to ﬁt into a tight
timetable of 45 minutes per workshop.

By agreement with the Cathedral’s
Education Director, Colin Cook, the
bellringers’ publicity oﬃcer, was able to
target those schools who were close to
Guild towers with active bands. Consequently, after the three days, 300 eleven
year old children from 21 diﬀerent

CE schools had learned a little about
church bells and why we ring them,
and most had had an opportunity to
try their hand at ringing them also. The
location of the Mobile Belfry on the
Cathedral Close lawn where the children had their lunchtime picnic, was

Erection of the Mobile Belfry under a watchful eye!
W&P Newsletter March 2004
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also designed to maximise the impact
of church bell ringing on the remaining
children who could not take part in one
of these three workshops
Each child was given a copy of the

None of this could have been achieved
without the support of Guild ringers
who volunteered to provide demonstrations and tuition – in all over 50 took
part on one or more of the three days.

Budding handbell ringers under Mike Winterbourne’s expert tuition
CCCBR ‘Bellringing’ leaﬂet which
included the name of their local tower
secretary and a new web site ‘www.
learntoring.com’ which the Guild
webmaster has set up to provide
easy access for children to Guild and
Central Council education sites, and
to promote the Exercise more widely.
By ensuring where possible that Guild
volunteers were assisting in workshops
in which their own local schools were
participating, a number of follow-up
visits have been arranged with their
teachers. Teachers were also provided
with an information pack on various
aspect of bells and bellringing to assist
them with any further enquiries from
their pupils.

Particular mention should be made of
Mike Winterbourne, Guild Education
Oﬃcer, who organised the handbell
workshops each day, and Graham
Wright, Maggie Wolverson, Roger and
Rachael Barber on the mobile belfry.
This initiative which combines publicity with education provided an excellent opportunity for Guild members
to demonstrate what bellringing was
about and encourage young people to
think about it as both a leisure activity,
and a way of continuing their church
involvement. Thanks were expressed
at the AGM later that month to Colin
Cook for organising the event, and it
was agreed that a committee be formed
to liaise with Winchester Cathedral
next year over providing bellringing
workshops next year. Given the considerable interest in the mobile belfry,
there is also a suggestion that the
construction of a similar one for use
within the Guild and in the South of
England, that was light enough to be
towed by a car and easy to erect, would
be a great asset. Oﬀers and enquiries to
William Bickers-Jones william.bickersjones@ntlworld.com at Purbrook please.

Colin gets carried away!
.. Jack & Jill concluded from page 5
chamber for the ﬁrst time. It was such
a joy to ring without sitting at a strange
angle crammed in like sardines! We
rang a plain course of Stedman Triples
which went well. Then we decided to
ring a Quarter Peal. My daughter Lizzie
could not spare the time as she had
homework to do, so Ben Carey was
press ganged in to ringing 7/8 and he
also agreed to conduct it for us. Within
35 minutes we had scored the ﬁrst
quarter peal.
I am very pleased with how it has all
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worked out, all the objectives I have
set out at the start have been achieved.
There is just a little bit of ﬁnishing
oﬀ to do, but I can already welcome
visitors. It is my intention to hold a
monthly practice here as we now have
the space to accommodate at least 15
ringers at once without getting wet!
My thanks for all the kind words of
support and encouragement from my
friends who regularly ring at the Narnia
Campanile, and a special thank you to
my wife Moira who has been patient
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with me working many, many hours in
the Jack & Jill House and the shed.
We can now welcome outing visitors,
Quarter & Peal bands to Jack & Jill.
There is no fee, although my credit card
has taken a pounding over the last 6
months and I would like a more healthy
balance. So any donations will be gratefully received.
Your favourite Mini Ring? Come and
try for yourself!
Steve Hough - Gosport

The Jack & Jill House Campanile
Now 30% Bigger!

T

he Jack & Jill House Campanile is
the lightest ring of 8 in the world,
with the tenor weighing only 10 oz.
and the total combined weight of 3 lb
6 oz. To my gratiﬁcation someone has
described them as their favourite Mini
Ring. This I can understand because although there are now many Mini Rings
in existence and some of them are very
ﬁne indeed, Jack & Jill oﬀers something
very diﬀerent. Indeed they are the only
Mini Ring with real functioning stays
(albeit slightly unorthodox), they are
also one of a few rung sitting down.
The bells themselves are a mixed bag of
4 ornamental bells, 3 handbells and 1
servant’s bell, all of which are of good
tone. The way they are hung and clappered gives them an alive and exciting
sound, and when rung together they
make great bell music.
Since it’s conception in the year 2000, I
have made continuous improvements to
the installation to keep the bells at their
best. However it was obvious that I had
come to a crossroads, and which ever
way I turned I would have to carry out
some serious structural alterations to go
forward.
I had to address several problems at
once as they were all inextricably linked
to each other. I set out objectives which
had to be sorted out to enable the Jack
& Jill House Campanile to be enjoyed
by everyone, as the available space was
too tight for the average adult.
(1) To extend the tower to make it
square in shape, rather than the 7’ X 5’
shape when originally built.
(2) Knock a new doorway through to
the adjoining shed for access and block
up the original front door.
(3) Re-shroud the wheels with wider,
deeper shrouds to stop the ropes slipping wheel.
(4) Re-hang the bells in a new frame
with a perfect octagonal ringing circle.
(5) Create better seating, and redecorate
with the front portion of the adjoining
shed as a reception area.
I started work on the wheels in January
2004. The back 3 bells were dismantled
and the wheels re-shrouded. They were
temporarily re-hung for a visiting band.
The following week a last quarter was
rung; I rang the 4th which although
had more room than most made my
back ache something chronic owing to
the strange angle at which you have to

ring.
The following night I removed all the
bells and put them in storage. Then
out came the Quarter Peal boards and
other eﬀects, the bell frame, the ceiling,
the wall linings, the seating. When I removed the carpet I was horriﬁed to see
a small portion of wet rot in one corner.
This was all I needed! To cap it all with
the interior gone, the empty shell of
the house was very unstable, and would
probably have collapsed in a storm.
The weather the next few months was
so bad I didn’t do anything; fortunately
the house was still standing when I
eventually started work. I had a week
oﬀ work and was able to get the ball
rolling at last. To start with I had to
lay concrete block foundations. Then
I knocked through from the shed into
the J & J House, this was easier than
I thought although the ﬂoors were on
diﬀerent levels. On the second day I
removed the front panel (single handed)
and propped it up with a piece of 4x2
just in front of where it was to go (see
photo).
I was lucky enough to still have the
original upstairs ﬂoor from the J & J
House to use as the ﬂoor extension. I
then made the side panels and bolted
the front panel back on. That was a
great moment as I could then see just
how enormous it was going to be. By
the ﬁfth day it was time for the roof
which was a lot simpler in comparison
and looked the business by the end of
my week oﬀ when I had covered it with
matching rooﬁng felt shingles.
A couple of weeks later I started on the
bell frame. Although I had spent many
hours designing the new frame in my
head, I had
no more idea
of what to do
than before
I had started
the work.
So I worked
out where I
wanted the
ropes to fall
and then set
out the layout
as simply as
possible. Now
all the bells
swing east
– west with
the ropes on
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the front six falling on the same side of
the wheel. The access trap is in the middle as before, and was made big enough
for easy access to the bells without
danger of being hit on the head by a
swinging bell! Once the ground pulleys
had been reﬁtted we were ready for a
very rough try out.
Ben Carey who has been very keen on
the J&J right from the start came round
to see the improvements. We managed
to put 8 garden chairs in to ring from,
and the four of us plus Ben managed
to ring all 8 for some rounds and very
rough call changes. I could see that
things were going to be a lot better than
before.
The next job was the ceiling. I had
toyed with the idea of using that hardboard with holes already drilled in it to
allow the sound to ﬁlter through, but
I opted for the thin plywood and cut
holes for several sound vents as before.
Then I lined the walls with hardboard
as before, some of the boarding was
re-used and the rest I liberated from a
neighbour’s skip!
The original seating was of the “fold
away” kind to allow me to put the bikes
under cover. This time I decided to have
a ﬁxed arrangement, as the adjoining
carport is a lot more water tight for
bikes since I had re roofed it last year.
The new seating has been made deeper
than before. At the time of writing it is
just bare wood , but I intend to cover
it with some kind of upholstery in the
near future.
On Sunday 6 June we held the proper
try-out, and had 8 people in the ringing
..concluded at the foot of Page 4
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The 19th Century Guild

T

he new Guild title “The Winchester Diocesan Guild Of
Ringers” appears on the First Annual Report (for 1880
but dated June 1881). From this moment, until 1925, confusion is generated. Reports are issued and dated for June or
July that year, but refer to events of the previous year. Eventually, in June 1888, details of peals are reported, but these
are from September the previous year to May of the current
year ! All this is partly due to the Guild’s delay in adopting
the Gregorian calendar. The “Chesterﬁeld Act” of March
1751 speciﬁed that, from 1752, New Year must start on 1st
January rather than 25th March. Also that 2nd September
1752 (Julian calendar) would be followed by 14th September
(Gregorian calendar). In the 1904 Guild Report, all Guild
members are instructed to use 1st January as the start of the
year. (Only 152 years late !)
The ﬁrst Report lists the names of the 95 attached members, belonging to Ashtead, Bishop’s Waltham, Cranleigh,
Dorking, Farnham, Godalming, Hursley, Southampton
St. Michael, Weybridge or Winchester, and those of the 62
members unattached to bands. 50 of the latter were nonringers and by 1881 had become Honorary Members, subscribing large sums of money to pay for the administration.
The subs. totalled £16-19-0 (A large sum in 1880) covering
the £5-14-6 administration costs and the cost of railway fares
for performing members (£3-8-7)
The Guild rapidly expanded during the nineteenth century
and, in the Report for 1900, 396 performing members had
paid their sub of 2/- (10p) [Rule 4], having qualiﬁed for

membership through Rule 3. The latter required their ability
to complete a 120 of changes, either on the treble or tenor.
The 50 Honorary Members had become a list of 106, but the
accounts show that only 74 had paid their 5/- sub. (25p) as
required by Rule 4! The 36 who had opted to make a single
donation of two guineas (£1-10p) were listed separately as
36 Life Members. In the Secretary’s report, which traditionally contained a summary of the sermon preached during
the service at the A.G.M., it was stated that “…we have
44 Towers where change ringing is being continually practised…”. This development is best seen by comparing each
of the Guild Reports during the nineteenth century, and this
I have attempted to do below, listing the signiﬁcant changes
in Bold.
Thanks to the conducting genius of both Henry White and
George Williams, our ﬁrst 1000 pealer, and later that of
the Guildford men, particularly Alfred Pulling, our Guild
became a leader in peal ringing, with peal number 362 listed
at the end of the 1900 Report. In the nineteenth century
peal ringing would rarely take place on a Sunday (nor would
any form of sport, entertainment, shopping, the gathering
of crops, recreational pursuits, even the once-a-week bath),
and most working men would only be available to ring peals
on Bank Holidays, Saturday being a full working day. Rule 5
speciﬁed conditions for Compounding Membership, and the
list of 54 names contains many notable nineteenth century
peal ringers from diﬀerent parts of the U.K. Signiﬁcant peals
and ﬁrst peals scored during this period are listed below :-

Venue

Year

Day

Month

Method

Changes

Time

Guildford
St Nicolas

1881

27

Dec

Union Triples

5040

3h 12m

Soberton

1884

17

Jan

Grandsire Triples

5040

3h 5m

First on the bells George Williams ﬁrst peal

Privett

1885

7

July

Grandsire Triples
Holt’s Original

5040

3h 3m

First for WDG

First peal for the Guild

Leatherhead

1886

8

Jan

Grandsire Caters

6047

4h 4m

First for WDG

Capel

1886

20

Jan

Minor 7 methods

5040

2h 40m

First for WDG

Crawley

1886

6

Mar

Kent Treble Bob Major

5088

3h 7m

First of Treble Bob Major for WDG

Fareham

1887

14

Feb

Grandsire Triples

5040

3h 4m

First by a band of Hampshire men

Fareham

1887

2

May

Grandsire Triples
Holt’s Original

5040

3h 8m

First half-mufﬂed peal in the County and for
the Guild

Leatherhead

1887

29

Mar

Plain Bob Triples

5040

3h 6m

First for WDG

Fareham

1887

24

Sep

Stedman Triples

5040

2h 58m

First for WDG

Capel

1888

31

Mar

Surprise Minor
7 methods

5040

2h 38m

First of Surprise in the south of England

Capel

1888

7

July

Minor (14 methods)

10080

5h 18m

First long length for WDG

Fareham

1889

26

Aug

Stedman Triples

5040

2h 54m

First by a band of Hampshire men

Basingstoke

1890

4

April

Grandsire Major

5056

2h 32m

First handbell peal for Guild

Basingstoke

1890

5

April

Plain Bob Major

5049

2h 28m

Second handbell peal for Guild

Guildford
St Nicolas

1890

17

April

Plain Bob Major

5152

3h 15m

First Bob Major for WDG on tower bells

Fareham

1890

20

Sept

Kent Treble Bob Major

5088

2h 55m

First by a band of Hampshire men

Ockley

1891

31

Jan

Grandsire Doubles

5040

2h 58m

First for WDG

Winchester

1891

21

April

Grandsire Triples

5040

3h 20m

First peal for the Guild on the bells

Crawley

1891

12

Sept

Double Norwich Court
Bob Major

5088

3h 1m

First for WDG

Brighton
(NOT for WDG)

1892

24

Mar

Grandsire Triples in hand

5040

2h 11m

First peal with a lady (MrsWilliams) in the
band
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Christchurch

1892

26

Dec

Double Norwich Court
Bob Major

5024
(5040?)

3h 27m

First in Hampshire

Guildford
St Nicolas

1894

26

March

Grandsire Caters

5039

3h 26m

First on the ten bells

Crawley

1894

5

May

Superlative Surprise
Major

5088

2h 56m

First of Surprise Major for the Guild

Dorking

1894

14

May

Oxford Bob Triples

5040

3h 4m

First for WDG

Soberton

1894

18

Sept

Superlative Surprise
Major

5088

3h 2m

First of Surprise in Hampshire

Hawley

1894

20

Oct

Canterbury Pleasure
Major

5088

3h 7m

First for WDG

In the Guild Peal Books a peal is missing between No. 218 and No. 219 (24th Dec. 1894). The numbering of peals in the
Guild Reports starts in Report No. 16 (For 1896). The ﬁrst peal in this Report is numbered 228, BUT it is No. 234 in the
Peal Book. Hence all peals onwards in Guild Reports should have 7 added to their number.
Guildford
St Nicolas

1895

26

Oct

Kent Treble Bob Royal

5000

3h 19m

First for WDG

Basingstoke

1896

12

Feb

Grandsire Triples
Holt’s Original

5040

2h 57m

First tower bell peal with a lady (Alice
White) in the band

Brighton

1897

18

Mar

Grandsire Triples in hand

5040

2h 16m

First double-handed handbell peal for the
Guild

The above peal appears in George Williams’ peal records BUT NOT in the Guild Peal Book. Hence all peals in Guild Reports after this should have 8 added to their number.
Soberton

1897

20

Sept

Oxford Treble Bob Major

5088

3h 0m

First for WDG

Soberton

1898

3

Oct

Cambridge Surprise
Major

5056

3h 6m

First for WDG

Portsea

1899

8

July

London Surprise Major

5088

3h 20m

First for WDG

The above peal at Portsea, and one other, were omitted from
the relevant Guild Report. In 1901 they were numbered
340A and 343A. Hence all peals in Guild Reports after this
should have 10 added to their number.
Report for 1880
Patrons
Right Rev. The Lord Bishop Of Winchester.
The Venerable The Archdeacons Of Winchester,
Surrey And The Isle Of Wight.
Ofﬁcers Of The Guild
President
Canon E. Wilberforce
Secretary & Treasurer
Rev. A. D. Hill, Winchester College.

Report for 1881
By 1881 there were 17 bands “In Union” (Ashtead, Bishop’s
Waltham, Bournemouth St. Peter, Cranleigh, Godalming,
Hursley, Leatherhead, Puttenham, Soberton, Dorking, Fareham, Farnham, Swanmore, West Meon, Weybridge, Southampton St. Michael and Winchester.), with 149 “Performing Members” A further 7 were unattached. The dreaded
Guild Rules made their ﬁrst appearance in print. Only 11
at present, but extended to 16 by 1902. Rule 7 stated that
members fares would be paid from Guild funds, but at
£8-15-3 were only just covered by the £11-10-0 subs. that
year. Rule 2 listed membership of an early Executive Committee, which, containing Guild Oﬃcers and one member
from every band “In Union” inevitably became unwieldy
and uncontrollable by 1902. Rule 3 speciﬁed that only those
capable of ringing 120 changes could become members, and

Rule 5 required a current “Performing Member” and the
clergyman of his Parish to conﬁrm this ability.
Report for 1882
The Third Annual Meeting was held in Guildford on Tuesday
11th July 1882. No doubt everyone was distressed to learn of
the resignation of the Secretary and Treasurer, Rev. Arthur du
Boulay Hill, following his appointment as Vicar of Downton
with Nunton, Wiltshire. (He was to be instrumental in the
formation of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild, meeting on 30th
May 1883, and he was eventually elected as their ﬁrst Guild
Master). The ﬁrst change of Rule was aired, resulting in
subs. being increased from 1/- (5p) to 2/-, a 100% rise. The
dedication of the new Warner ring of six bells at Hawley was
reported. Finally the Fourth Annual Meeting was advertised
for Wednesday 18th July 1883, at Havant.
Secretary & Treasurer
Rev. H. A. Spyers, Weybridge School, Surrey.

Report for 1883
President
Charles Churchill Esq., Weybridge Park.

Report for 1884
President
W. W. Moore, Esq., Bournemouth.

Report for 1885
Patrons
His Royal Highness,The Duke Of Connaught.
Right Rev. The Lord Bishop Of Winchester.
The Venerable The Archdeacons Of Winchester,
Surrey And The Isle Of Wight.
(To be continued)
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The CI Ringing Festival and Guild AGM
2005
Based in Guernsey - Thursday 30th June to Sunday 3rd July

T

he programme is now nearly complete. The centrepiece will be the Guild AGM and inter-District 8-bell striking
competition, both of which will be held at the Town Church, St Peter Port, on Saturday. All other CI towers with
rings of six or more bells will be open for ringing on Oﬃcial Tours on Friday and Saturday, and additionally for Sunday
service ringing. There will be a Social Evening at a coastal venue on Friday, and a Festival Dinner on Saturday. An ofﬁcial Reception is in planning. The whole event will be rounded oﬀ with a Festival Service on Sunday morning.
A package including three nights accommodation (which can be extended), travel from the UK, attendance (as
required) at the Ringing Tours, Social Evening and Dinner, is being arranged and organised by Travelsmith Ltd., a fully
accredited company with ABTA registration V1290 and ATOL registration 1917. All bookings are to be made via the
head oﬃce: Travelsmith House, 38 High Street, Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex. CM0 8AA Tel. 01621 784666. Brochures and booking forms can be obtained from this address by quoting the reference C098. All those who have already
given their details for the advance mailing list (and all Guild oﬃcers) will receive these automatically.
I urge you strongly to make an early application, as the Festival is open to all, and demand is expected to be high. Some
events are limited by numbers, and will be allocated on a ‘ﬁrst come, ﬁrst served’ basis. An advertisement will appear
soon in the Ringing World, and brochures and booking forms should be available in early October. It is, of course,
quite in order for Guild members to make their own arrangements, but oﬃcial Festival events may only be booked via
Travelsmith Ltd.
We hope very much to be able to welcome you to the CI next year.
David Strong, on behalf of the Festival 2005 Steering Group.

Winchester District Striking Competitions

T

he month of May brought the
competitive side of bellringing to
the fore here in the Winchester District.
The competitions included a Striking
League, and two inter-tower competitions, one at District level and one
which included representatives from
the entire Winchester and Portsmouth
Diocesan Guild.
During the Striking League season,
which had been running since the
autumn, eight teams had participated
in two divisions, visiting each other’s
practice nights with a short competition
piece being rung as part of the practice
session. Defending champions, Hursley, had withdrawn their team for this
season, leaving the ﬁeld wide open to all
comers. Roy LeMarechal, captain of the
Bishopstoke ringers, announced at an
early stage of proceedings, his intention
to scoop the hat-trick. Winchester Cathedral, meanwhile, decided that with
their large squad, they could enter two
teams. Instead of splitting their teams
according to ability, they ﬁelded a boys’
team and a girls’ team under the respective captaincies of Philip Gorrod and
Maggie Wolverson. The fourth team in
the First Division was New Alresford,
recently promoted from the Second Division. The second division comprised
Lower Test Valley, Kings Somborne,
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Easton and Sparsholt, all teams who
have fewer experienced ringers, but
have progressed enormously since the
Striking League’s conception and were
no longer true learners’ teams, thanks
largely to the dedication and tireless
support of the likes of new District
Ringing Master Edmund Wratten.
In the second division, Lower Test Valley came ﬁrst overall, followed by Sparsholt, who had looked to be favourites
until an unexpected defeat at the hands
of Easton.. Due to this away victory,
Easton came third, with Kings Somborne bringing up the rear.
Winchester Cathedral Girls seemed
doomed from the outset, losing valuable team members to Yorkshire and
Norfolk and incurring injuries throughout the season. Just when all hope appeared to have been lost, however, they
pulled a victory out of the bag against
their male counterparts, applying the
pressure on the boys to come good
in the last match of the season. New
Alresford rang consistently well in all
matches, losing only their home match
to the mighty Bishopstoke, earning
them an overall second place. Bishopstoke, seemingly invincible, won every
game of the season, ringing with poise
and conﬁdence. They are the ﬁrst team
since the Striking League began, to have
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won every single match in a season.
David Forder, a regular judge of these
events commented at the competition
between Bishopstoke and Winchester
Boys that the ringing he heard was
the best he had judged in any of the
competitions.
The end of the Striking League season
coincided with the Annual Striking
Competition afternoon, which forms
part of the District’s quarterly meeting. Chris Caryer, a ringer from the
neighbouring Andover District joined
us as the judge of both competitions:
one which consisted entirely of ringing
minor, and one for call changes and
bob doubles. The results for the Minor
competition were as follows:
4) New Alresford 61 faults
3) Winchester Cathedral 34 faults
2) Hursley 32 faults
1 )Bishopstoke 18 faults.

Bishopstoke had done it again! They
went on to win the Guild’s inter tower
competition the following week to
complete the hat-trick! Meanwhile, in
the doubles competition, Winchester
Cathedral had a convincing victory
with only 44 faults compared to Sparsholt and Crawley’s combined team and
Lockerley who clocked up 72 and 76
faults respectively.
Maggie Wolverson

Continuing A History Of Winchester
Cathedral Bell-Ringing

T

his is the third instalment of the story of the life and
He undertook a number of roles for the Guild - as District
times of Wilfred Andrews, tower captain at Winchester
Treasurer, and for some forty years as a Central Council
Cathedral from 1899 to his death in 1949.
representative. He served on the Bishop’s Advisory Committee, and it is apparent from his regular correspondence with
In his letter to Chapter on New Year’s Day 1921, Wilfred
A A Hughes of the Whitechapel Bell Foundry, that he had an
Andrews submitted his annual list of ringers for approval
aversion to ﬁve bell towers, which he considered were useless
and voiced his appeal for ‘ringers with brains’. Clearly not
at taking ringers beyond call changes and plain hunting.
all the new recruits he had enlisted met his exacting standWhenever he had the opportunity, he urged local clergy and
ards! By 1928 there were 18 ringers and one probationer
churchwardens responsible for ﬁve bell towers in the surwho were members of the Guild. The earlier problems with
rounding villages, to add a sixth bell when they rehung their
the clappers on Gillett’s two trebles did not detract from his
attendance at the ‘All England Ringers Meeting’ at Gillett & bells. This picture of the Guild’s oﬃcers in 1925 hangs in the
cathedral belfry, and Andrews is pictured in the back row.
Johnson’s Bell Foundry in March of that year. In May 1929
he warns J A Waugh of the London Country
Association, who was enquiring about a visit,
that generally the band rang Grandsire Caters or
Cinques since, ‘having a fair number of comparative novices among the band we can seldom
make a Stedman band’. Andrews’ enthusiasm
for the Exercise was such that, in April 1932, he
hired a charabanc to take the entire band, some
twenty ringers, to Croydon for Gillett and Johnson’s annual Open Day, an event that attracted
hundreds of ringers from all over the country.
He was keen to introduce the bells into the
liturgy where there had been historical precedent, perhaps prompted by the research the
Cathedral’s librarian, Canon Goodman, had
undertaken.1 The Hampshire Chronicle records
on 8 December 1923 that following the reading by the Dean of the Congé d’élire (on the
election of a new bishop), in the Cathedral, ‘…
Winchester Guild Ofﬁcers 1925
the Cathedral bells will be rung during which
Back row (left to right): E Raddon (Guildford), C Fray (Portsmouth), J B Hessey (Yorktown),
the Dean and Chapter will return to the South W Andrews (Winchester), C Osler (Basingstoke)
Transept and preceded by the rest of the proces- Middle row: H J Smith Portsmouth), H Chaffey (Yorktown), G Preston (Christchurch), R
sion and singing the Te Deum will pass into the Whittington (Guildford), J W Faithfull (Winchester), W T Tucker (Winchester).
Front row: A H Pulling (Guildford), J J Jones (Guildford), Rev C E Matthews (Vice-President),
Choir…’. At Bishop Garbetts’ enthronement
G Williams (Master), F W Rogers (Peal recorder)
in June 1932, Andrews’ annotates the service
booklet that while the procession to the Choir
took place during the singing of the Te Deum ‘…we had time His experience was of great importance to the Chapter when
he lobbied Dean Selwyn, no lover of bells, in 1933, for the
to do only about a half course of Grandsire Cinques ..’.
old and tuneless Cathedral peal to be re-cast. The re-dedicaHis correspondence in the Guild Library contains a further
tion service on 20 March 1937 probably marked the pinexample of the use of the Cathedral bells in the Christmas
nacle of his achievements in Winchester, when some two
Mystery service on Christmas Eve 1931, but, judging by the hundred ringers from the Guild sat down to tea afterwards in
correspondence that ensued with a Mr Gleadowe, things
the Guildhall.
evidently did not go according to plan. Andrews was forced
to apologise that due to pressure of work he reached the bel- The Hampshire Chronicle reported on 8 August 1936 that the
fry only to ﬁnd that the clock bells had not been raised, and old cathedral bells were ‘ﬁred’ on the birthday of the Duchthere were insuﬃcient ringers to produce the eﬀect intended ess of York since with the death of George V ‘there is now no
nominal Prince of Wales’, it being customary for the bells to
at the appropriate moment in the service. There is no evibe rung on the birthdays of the heir apparent and his wife.
dence that the Cathedral repeated this ‘Christmas Mystery’
This is the ﬁrst record of the bells being rung for the future
service the following year!
Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother, and the only occasion
Never a proliﬁc peal ringer, Andrews’ name appears only
the pre-Taylor twelve celebrated the occasion. Their last
once on peal boards in the tower, ringing the seventh in the
sombre act had been on 28 January 1936, the day of George
ﬁrst peal of 5002 Stedman Cinques on the Taylor twelve on
V’s funeral, when it was recorded that the bells were fully
17 September 1938. His life-long interest in ringing, and his muﬄed.
extensive knowledge of the ‘exercise’ was much in demand
This poignant photo (only recently obtained for the Cathehowever, and his activities were not conﬁned to Winchester
Cathedral, although the bells there were always his ﬁrst love. dral archive), shows Andrews bidding farewell to the old
W&P Newsletter March 2004
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tenor, recast by Whitechapel in 1892.
Between 11 and 21 August, Foreman W C Thorold and E
Preston, from John Taylor & Son, removed the old peal to

their Loughborough foundry where they were broken up,
the metal being incorporated into the new, heavier peal. The
local paper recounted that four of the bells were cast by the
Avebury founder, Richard Phelps in the early eighteenth
century. Taylors had been asked to inspect the peal in 1934
and had advised that as they were out of tune recasting was
the best option. There was anxiety that the bells would not
be installed in time for Edward VIII’s scheduled coronation in May 1937. Meanwhile Andrews joked to the paper
(not without some irony) that the band would ‘have to
join the ranks of the unemployed’. All this would not have
been possible without the support of the Emma Barron
Bell Trust and the recently formed Friends of the Cathedral
(whose ﬁrst chairman was the Duke of Connaught, himself
a founder member and Patron of the Guild2). Indeed, given
Dean Selwyn’s antipathy to bells, it is perhaps fortunate
that Andrews had such eminent support for this major
improvement. The cathedral tower silenced, the opening of
the assizes on 4 December was marked by the ringing of St
Maurice’s diminutive peal, but by 2 March 1937 all the bells
had been deposited inside the South door where they were
photographed before the laborious task began to hoist them
up through the circular trap door in the tower. There is a ﬁlm
record of this (© Hampshire Museums) which can be seen
as part of the bellringers display at cathedral open days, but
for now readers of this article will have to make do with this
photograph of the newly installed peal.
Andrews was keen to ensure that in planning the dedication service on 20 March, he involved the key oﬃcers of the
Guild, not least its Master George Williams and Secretary
F W Rogers, particularly in his meetings with the Bishop
and Dean. When it came to organising the ringers’ tea and
publicity in the local papers it was evident that a greater challenge was dealing with George Noice, a long serving member
of the band and Winchester District Treasurer, who comes
across as a particularly ‘prickly’ character.
No mention is made in his correspondence or local reports
of the abdication of Edward VIII in December 1936, and
desperate eﬀorts were made to scratch out his name, with
George VI’s name scored above it, as the news picture of the
time.
As is customary the reigning monarch’s name was included
in the inscription cast into the bell, and this must have been
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undertaken only days before the news broke of his decision
to put his country second. Given the well-publicised animosity that remained between the Queen Mother and the
Duke and Duchess of Windsor for the rest of their lives, it is
particularly poignant that it is the ‘Edward VIII’ tenor that
celebrated her daughter’s wedding in 1947 and subsequent
coronation in 1953, as well as mourning his brother’s death
in 1952, and her own in 2002.
And what was the general view of the new peal?

‘Those who can remember the old ring of mixed age and quality will ﬁnd in
the new a revelation of the modern founder’s art’

So said the Ringing World of 26 March
1937 which made fulsome tribute in its full account of the
dedication. It went on to describe the service which ‘combined civic pomp with inspiring religious ceremony’. To
the strains of the bellringers’ hymn, ‘Unchanging God who
livest …’ the procession down the Nave included the Bishop,
Dean, Honorary Canons, Mayor, Chairman of the County
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Council, Managing Trustee of the Barron Bell Trust, and the
Guild Master George Williams. As the Bishop ascended the
pulpit ‘the bells rang out …with the cathedral ringers at the
ropes…[but] in the cathedral it was diﬃcult to hear them’.
(So nothing has changed!) The Bishop touched a nerve when
he asserted that
‘We English people are indeed fond of our bells. Throughout
Christendom they are a characteristic feature … Our bells
are associated in our minds with many recollections and
many memories… Historically they have played an active
part in the social and political life of the community… but ﬁrst
and foremost they are associated with God, the summons to
return to Faith, Peace., the call to peace and celebration of
peace.’

21 April 1937 was the ﬁrst occasion on which the birthday of the 11 year old Princess Elizabeth was celebrated as
heir apparent, and on 12 May ‘all ten [stipendiaries were]
present’ at 6.00am and again at 9.00am when the Royal
Salute resounded ‘with Queens in between’. Croydon and
Beddington ringers were quick to arrange an outing to Winchester, and, led by F E Collins and C Kippin, twenty eight
ringers visited the tower on 5 June to sample the new bells,
followed on 20 June by twelve Trowbridge ringers.
Not surprisingly Andrews participated in the ﬁrst peal on
the new bells, 5002 Stedman Cinques on 19 September
1938. Conducted by George Williams from the Treble it was
achieved in 3 hours 48 minutes. The band was as follows:The Guild’s 1938 AGM was held at the cathedral at

11 February on the ‘return of Bishop from India’, and
on 5 July, a
As a choirboy in the 1930’s at Pilgrims School, who came
into contact with them, Desmond Farley conﬁded that he
found the older ringers like Elkins and Andrews not a little
‘knell for J W Elkins, senior verger and Secretary of Cathedral
Band of Ringers. Half mufﬂed whole pull and stand 85 times,
287 Grandsire Caters’.

intimidating. Elkins he reports (pictured in 1910) remained a very ﬁt man
even into his eighties, and he remembers an occasion when Elkins thought
nothing of walking to Romsey and
back to ring (there being no direct
rail connection), a round trip of some
twenty miles.
On 23 July 1939, the cathedral service (including the bells)
was broadcast on the radio. On 3 September there is a terse
note ‘War declared – practices discontinued and also Assize
rings’.
1
The earliest record of the Norman cathedral’s bells being rung for a
special occasion is on 28 September 1334, when news reached the
monks that their bishop, Adam of Orlton had been ‘restored to his
temporalities’ by Edward III, then in dispute with the Holy See over the
pope’s authority over the English Church’s affairs. They were instructed
‘to assemble in the church, ring the bells, and sing a solemn Te Deum
to the accompaniment of organs…’.

Tower
Treble

George Williams

N Stoneham

2

W H Fussell

Slough

3

Frank W Perrens

Coventry

4

H J Skelt

Croydon

5

C Ernest Smith

Godalming

6

F A Baydey

Titchﬁeld

7

Wilfred Andrews

Winchester

8

Reginald A Reed

N Stoneham

9

George Noice

Winchester

10

F E Perrens

Coventry

11

F W Rogers

Portsea

Tenor

Frederick E Collins

Croydon

The Monastic Agreement of the Monks and Nuns of the English Nation,
acknowledged that English custom favoured the extensive use of bells
on ceremonial occasions, and provision was made for bells to be rung
at various times during the monastic day, including after Tierce, to
call the faithful together for Mass. Bishop Æthelwold set out the form
of an Easter play to be performed in the Old Minster in the Regularis
Concordia. The musical score is preserved in the Winchester Troper
and includes the interdiction ‘When the antiphon is ﬁnished the prior,
rejoicing in the triumph of our King in that he had conquered death and
was risen, shall give out the hymn Te Deum laudamus, and thereupon
all the bells shall peal…’. Bryan G B, Ethelwold and Medieval MusicDrama at Winchester: The Taster Play, Its Author, and its Milieu,
Berne, 1981 pp 5-6, 60-3, quoting from The Winchester Troper from
Manuscripts of the Xth and Xith Centuries, edited by W H Frere, 1894.
2

which its Master George Williams presided. Included
amongst the 23 visitors was one woman, Mrs E L
Melville from Wonston. The visitors book recorded other women ringers that year, including Marjorie Perkins
from Winchester, Mabel Scott from North Stoneham
and Ellen Sinden. Ringers who were soon to become
members of the Winchester District, Charlie and Jessie
Kippin visited on 21 August. Charlie was later to take
over as captain at the Cathedral for a short period in the
early 1970s.
Noteworthy events in 1939 included a special ring on

The Duke of Connaught (1850 – 1941) was the third son of Queen
Victoria. Robert of Baden Powell, the creator of Boy Scouts, wrote
about the Duke of Connaught in Lessons of the Varsity of Life -: “He
had the extraordinary gift of seeing the human side of every venture…
through his personal sympathy and memory of every personality with
which he came into contact’.

To Be Continued….

© Colin Cook 2004
(The first two instalments appeared in the Guild Newsletters of
2003 - they may be downloaded from the Guild website)

Guild Email List

I

f you do not do so already, you might like to consider subscribing to the Guild email list and encourage other members to
do so. About 120 members currently subscribe. It is a free automatic distribution system. An email sent from a subscriber
to the list is automatically forwarded to all members. It is a useful method of disseminating Guild information. You will not
be inundated with mail - there are typically about 4 or 5 a week. It is a private list so you will not be subjected to ‘spam’ - the
list has been running for 5 years now with no such problems. Email addresses are not revealed to the other members, the
only people who can see them are the two moderators - Ian McCallion and David Forder.
You can subscribe by sending a blank email to win-port-bellringers-subscribe@yahoogroups.com or send an email to
admin@wp-ringers.org.uk, requesting a subscription. You can easily un-subscribe at any time.
W&P Newsletter March 2004
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Guild Officers
Guild Master - Andrew Craddock
Hon. General Secretary - Steve Castle Hon. Treasurer - Michael Bubb
Hon. Peal Recorder - Jonathon Hetherington Hon. Librarian and Archivist - Anthony P Smith
Hon. Report Editor - David Strong Minutes Secretary - Francis Mitchell
BRF Trustees - Mark Esbester (Portsmouth Diocese), Jack Walters (Winchester Diocese)
Central Council Representatives - Michael Church, Hugh Routh, Anthony P Smith,
Phil Watts and Mike Winterbourne
Independent Examiner - Peter Clarke

Monthly Practice Meetings
Alton and Petersﬁeld
There are special practices on the ﬁrst Saturday of each month, please contact the District Secretary for location. Please also
check with either:Roger Barber (01730) 827474 or Terry Collins (023) 9259 1334
to conﬁrm the A&P practices listed.
Basingstoke
There will normally be a district practice in the months when there is no other district event contact the District Secretary, Ben Constant (0118 9816016).
Christchurch and Southampton
1st Wednesday ~ Ringwood ~ 7.45-9.15: Surprise Major
2nd Monday ~ Christchurch ~ 8.00-9.00: 10 & 12 Bell Practice
2nd Wednesday ~ Lymington ~ 7:30-9:00: Call Changes & Doubles
2nd Saturday ~ Bitterne Park ~ 7:30-9:00: Advanced Surprise Major
2nd Friday ~ Southampton St Michael’s ~ 7:30-9:00: Surprise Royal
3rd Tuesday ~ Eling ~ 7:30-9:00: Major & Triples
3rd Wednesday ~ Sopley ~ 7:30-9:00: Advanced Minor
3rd Friday ~ Lymington ~ 7:30-9:00: Triples

Correction
In the article about Winchester Cathedral in the March Newsletter it was stated that George Noice
was the grandfather of Beryl Norris, Master of the Guildford Guild. This was not the case.
Beryl writes:“My grandfather was Tom Parrott and not George Noice as Geoﬀ says in his article.
As an addition, the ﬁrst peal of Winchester Surprise Maximus was rung in 1967 in memory of
my grandfather. I had originally arranged the peal for my grandparents’ Diamond Wedding but,
unfortunately my grandfather died 3 months before the day so we rang it as In Memoriam peal.”
My apologies to Beryl for this error.
Editor

Guild News is published approximately twice a year. Its aim is to improve communication between ringers in all parts of our
widespread Guild and to communicate the fun of ringing generally. It is distributed free via District Secretaries to all towers
in the Guild. Additional copies are available from the editor for £1.
Editor: David Forder, 4 Cranberry Close, Marchwood, Southampton, SO40 4YT.
Tel.. 023 8087 2399 Email news@wp-ringers.org.uk
Please send material for publication to the editor. Most articles will cover ringing and social activities in the Guild which
might be of general appeal to all ringers, accompanying photographs are most welcome and will be returned. The editor
reserves the right to edit as necessary.
Material for publication in the next issue of Guild News should reach the editor by 1st March 2005
Guild Web Site www.wp-ringers.org.uk
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